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Actress 


Murphy 

dead 


at 32 


Hollywood Brittany Mur¬ 
phy, the actress who got 
her start in the sleeper hit 
Clueless and rose to 
stardom in 8 Mile before 
her movie roles declined 
in recent years, died 
yesterday in Los Angeles of 
what appeared to be natu¬ 
ral causes, a Los Angeles 
County coroner’s official 
said. She was 32. 

Murphy was pronounced 
dead at 10:04 a.m. at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Cen¬ 
ter, hospital spokeswoman 
Sally Stew¬ 
art said. 

Murphy 
was trans¬ 
ported to 
the hospi¬ 
tal after 
the Los An¬ 
geles Fire 
Depart- 
Brittany ment 

Murphy responded 

to a call at 

8 a.m. at the home she 
shared with her husband, 
British screenwriter Simon 
Mon jack, in the Hollywood 
Hills. 

Assistant Chief Coroner 
Ed Winter said Murphy ap¬ 
parently collapsed in the 
bathroom, and authorities 
were looking into her med¬ 
ical history. 

An official cause of 
death may not be 
determined for some time, 
since toxicology tests will 
be required, but “it 
appears to be natural,” 
Winter said. He said an au¬ 
topsy was planned for to¬ 
day or tomorrow. 
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City did 
the right 
thing In 
transit 
vote 


Celebrity Buzz 


Province 
reverses 
policy change 


health The Alberta govern¬ 
ment is reversing a contro¬ 
versial policy change that 
would have seen toiletries 
and snacks taken away 
from mental health 
patients at Alberta Hospi¬ 
tal. 

The policy was part of 
an implementation plan 
to standardize supplies 
across the province and 
was supposed to save 
Alberta Health Services 
$70,000 a year. 

Member of the 
legislature Fred Horne, 
who sits on the Health Ad¬ 
visory Committee, says he 
learned of the plan Satur¬ 
day morning and immedi¬ 
ately called Health Minis¬ 
ter Ron Liepert. 

Alberta Health Services 
was asked to cancel the 
policy by the government. 

Horne expressed regret 
over the planned changes. 
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Brendan Tran, 5, gets a few free helpful tips from Keith Massey, a ski instructor at Snow Valley, yesterday during the hill’s holiday 
celebration. Story, page 3. 
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HlNl handled OK: Poll 

Albertans' satisfaction rebounds since Flames controversy 


Flu Outbreak 


Canadians think 
governments at all three 
levels have done an OK job 
of handling the HlNl flu, 
though many also think the 
risk was exaggerated, a 
new poll suggests. 

The Canadian Press Har- 
ris-Decima survey suggests 
that as concern is waning 
among Canadians, they are 
generally satisfied with 
how their governments re¬ 
sponded to the pandemic. 

Nearly three-quarters — 
or 73 per cent — of those 


who took part in the survey 
assessed Ottawa’s perform¬ 
ance as good or fair, and the 
numbers were similar at 
the provincial and munici¬ 
pal levels. That’s up from 61 
per cent last month, when 
there were distribution 
challenges with the vaccine 
and lineups at clinics were 
hours long. 

“It struck me that some 
of the things that were 
most likely to be causing 
people a problem at the last 
time that we asked had 
been taken care of,” said 
Doug Anderson, senior vice- 
president of Harris-Decima. 

Provincially the biggest 


Concern 

• Just nine per cent said 
they were very concerned 
about swine flu, compared 
with n per cent two weeks 
ago and 22 per cent three 
weeks before that. 

change was 41 per cent of 
respondents in Alberta say¬ 
ing their government was 
handling HlNl poorly, as 
opposed to 61 per cent one 
month ago. 

At that time the contro¬ 
versy had just erupted over 
Calgary Flames players and 
their families getting the 


vaccine when others were 
finding it more difficult to 
get. That issue and the oth¬ 
ers have since been re¬ 
solved, Anderson said. 

Now, many clinics have 
closed, and the rate of new 
infections seems to be drop¬ 
ping, based on hospitaliza¬ 
tions, with declines being 
reported in all provinces 
and territories. 

The survey also found 
that most of those polled 
have either already received 
the vaccine or decided they 
won’t be getting it, leaving 
just 12 per cent who said 
they still intend to get vacci¬ 
nated. THE CANADIAN PRESS 



The Panamera 

Experience pure Porsche performance for four. 

No one has the capacity to break the rules more than Porsche. And now, the new Panamera. The legendary sports car driving expe¬ 
rience built for four. The staggering Porsche power is unmistakeably present. As is the relentlessly precise handling. And with the ad¬ 
dition of a second row of executively-seated passengers, there’s no end to the rules you can break. Porsche. There is no substitute. 


IMorden Autohaus 

17820 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton, AB | (780)484-3000 | www.norden.porschedealer.com 
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Timeless gifts from Dior 



DIOR 

CAPTURE TOTALE 
ONE ESSENTIAL 

Skin Boosting Super Serum, 30 mL, $100 



NEW! One Essential Skin Boosting 
Super Serum helps to detoxify skin 
cells to powerfully correct all visible 
signs of aging and boosts your skin’s 
ability to renew its youthful radiance. 

ONLY AT 

THE BAY 



DIOR 

MISS DIOR CHERIE JEWEL SET BOX 

Set includes: Eau de Parfum spray, 100 mL, 

Body Lotion, 50 mL, Deluxe Miniature, 5 mL. $122 



ONLY AT ONLY AT 

THE BAY THE BAY 


$120 in beauty savings 

With any $50 COSMETICS or FRAGRANCE purchase (before taxes). 


That’s 


$10 off 


each month for a whole year! 


*Valid on a minimum $50 purchase (before taxes) in Cosmetics or Fragrances. 

Only 4 days left! On now until Thursday, December 24th 
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Gold medallist at Rexall Place 

The Edmonton Oilers and EPCOR will welcome hockey player Sami Jo 
Small, a two-time Olympic gold medallist, to Rexall Place as part of the 
EPCOR Parade of Champions during tonight’s Oilers game versus the St. 
Louis Blues. Small will participate in the Honour Guard and sign 
autographs on the concourse during the second intermission. 
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Edmonton tweets 



• @RedSciy 

I'm defi- i 
nitely grate¬ 
ful I decided 
to stay in #yeg 
this Xmas.sure wouldn't 
want to be flying right now. 
Those poor ppl stuck in the 
airports! 

• Othreebrightstar We're 
heading down Candy Cane 
Lane to see the Christmas 
lights. Always happy-mak- 
ing!#yeg 

• Obwestcott Ben McFar¬ 
land's 'World's Best Beers' 
rates Alley Kat Olde 
Deuteronomy as the best 
beer in Canada. Awesome. 
#yeg 


metr©news.ca 

WHAT’S ONLINE TODAY 


Immigration Guidy 
Mamann has the story of 
an immigrant caught 
between two agencies 
at metronews.ca/ 
immigration 
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Friday, Dec. 18 

Lotto Max: 8 , 10 , 15 , 17 ,33 ,34 & 35 Bonus 13 

Saturday, Dec. 19 

Lotto 6/49: 12 , 15 ,19, 41, 42 & 49 Bonus 48 
These results are not official. 


ADVERTISE TODAY! 

1 888 91 metro (63876) 



Shinny Playing with the big boys 


Edmonton Oil Kings captain Rhett Rachinski tries to beat out 
Sherwood Park Hawks’ Ryan Thorne, 10, yesterday at the Strath- 
cona Athletic Park as a part of the ENMAX Pond Hockey series. 


No evidence missing teen was 
ever in Alberta, Mounties say 


search RCMP say there is 
no evidence a missing 
young woman from Toron¬ 
to is in Alberta or recently 
visited the province. 

Earlier this month, 
Mounties looked into re¬ 
ports that Mariam Makni- 
ashvili, 18, was possibly 
seen in Grande Prairie. 

There was also an earlier 
report that she was seen in 
October near Calgary. 

Cpl. Wayne Oakes said 


police checked out both 
tips and they were false. 

Malcniashvili was last 
seen arriving at school in 
Toronto with her younger 
brother on Sept. 14. 

Police never detected 
any evidence of foul play 
after searching for the 
woman, who moved to 
Canada from the Republic 
of Georgia last summer 
and speaks little English. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Snow Valley gives 
back to city’s youth 

Skiers, snowboarders lured to holiday festivities 


CANDICE WARD 

for Metro Edmonton 


Beautiful conditions and 
decent temperatures 
carved out the Snow 
Valley’s second annual 
holiday celebration yester¬ 
day. 

With fundraising for Ed¬ 
monton’s Youth Emer¬ 
gency Shelter Society tak¬ 
ing place throughout the 
day, Snow Valley found a 
way to give back and pro¬ 
vide some holiday fun. 

“We wanted to celebrate 
the holidays with our com¬ 
munity,” said Kristina 
Zellco, marketing co-ordi- 
nator for Snow Valley. 

Two-for-one lift passes 
were offered to anyone 


who brought warm cloth¬ 
ing donations and sweet 
treats were available for 
sale as well, with proceeds 
going to YESS. 

The break in frigid tem¬ 
peratures helped bring out 
many people who took 
part in the holiday festivi¬ 
ties. 

“We have gotten a really 
good start to the season,” 
said Zellco. 

With all the runs open 
and temperatures now lev¬ 
elling out to bearable lev¬ 
els, numbers are up from 
last year for Snow Valley so 
far this season. 

“The snow is great, the 
weather’s great, so it’s 
been a great mix,” said 
Zellco. 

Instructors were also out 


on the slopes, offering free 
tips to new and less experi¬ 
enced skiers and snow- 
boarders. 

“He always wanted to try 
it out,” said Dustin Koenig, 
father of Edwin Ramierz, 
10, who was trying out 
snowboarding for the first 
time. 

“We rushed here to get 
him on a board right 
away,” said Koenig. 
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news on your smartphone. 
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Donations sought after apartment fire 


CODIE MCLACHLAN 

for Metro Edmonton 


blaze An apartment fire in 
south Edmonton left 39 
people, 21 of those chil¬ 
dren, temporarily home¬ 
less less than a week be¬ 
fore Christmas on Friday 
after a pot of cooking oil 
was accidentally ignited. 

One child and one fire¬ 
fighter were taken to hos¬ 
pital with minor injuries. 

“There are 21 kids who 
are not going to have a 


Christmas unless we get 
them some help right 
away,” Heather McCallum, 
spokesperson for the Ed¬ 
monton Emergency Relief 
Services Society, said yes¬ 
terday. “We’ve compiled a 
wish list that we’re asking 
the general public to help 
us out with.” 

The list includes house¬ 
hold furnishings, kitchen 
items, linens and towels, 
unopened toiletries, and 
monetary donations to 
supply Christmas dinner. 

The society is also asking 


the public to donate any 
Christmas decorations or 
gifts. 

“We have Christmas 
trees at our warehouse, 
but we’re asking the public 
for Christmas decorations 
and new Christmas gifts or 
gift certificates,” McCal¬ 
lum said. 

The society is working 
with the Canadian Red 
Cross to help the families. 
The Edmonton Emergency 
Relief Services Society can 
be reached at (780) 428- 
4422. 
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REEVES COLLEGE 

, Guiding Your Success 


REEVES EDMONTON 1-800-533-1457 
JASPER AVE 

WWW.CLASSES.REEVESCOLLEGE.CA 


HEALTH CARE Acupuncture | Massage Therapy | Medical Office Assistant | 

Pharmacy Technician | Early Childhood Education | Advanced Massage Therapy 


TECHNOLOGY Network and Internet Security Specialist | Help Desk Support Analyst 


BUSINESS 
& LEGAL 


Paralegal | Business Administration - E-Commerce Management | 

Professional Legal Assistant | Accounting & Payroll Administrator | 

Hospitality Management (AHLA) | Travel and Tourism | Oil & Gas Admin Assistant | 
Business Administration Management | Business Admin Assistant 
*Not all programs available at all campuses. 


Financial Aid Available to Qualified Applicants 
Career Services Assistance 
High Graduate Employment Rates 
10 Campuses in AB 

Classes Filling Fast - Call Now to Reserve a Seat 


CDI COLLEGE 


CDI EDMONTON 1-866-789-1903 

EDM SOUTH - 23RD AVE • EDM CITY CENTRE - JASPER AVE 

EDM NORTH -137 AVE • WWW.EDM.CDIC0LLEGE.CA 
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Union taking legal action against health authorities 

One of Saskatchewan's major health-care unions is taking its fight against the province's essential services legislation to the next level. The 
Service Employees International Union is taking legal action against four of the province's regional health authorities, the Canadian press 


Canada 



Ad taken out to explain sex assaults 

The brother of Quebec's Roman Catholic archbishop, Cardinal Marc Ouellet, left, is raising eye¬ 
brows in la belle province after he took out a newspaper ad on the weekend to explain past 
sexual assaults involving minors, CBC News Online is reporting. In the ad, Paul Ouellet says he 
pleaded guilty to charges of sexual assault to end the ordeal, and claims his only mistake was 
succumbing to “advances” made by his two young victims. metro news services 


Ministers met Red Cross head 

MacKay, O'Connor, Day talked with organization's chief in '06 


Three federal cabinet min¬ 
isters and a senior govern¬ 
ment official met the head 
of the International Red 
Cross in the fall of 2006 as 
the humanitarian organiza¬ 
tion tried to focus Canada's 
attention on alleged abus¬ 
es in Afghan prisons, The 
Canadian Press has 
learned. 

Precisely what Jakob Kel- 
lenberger told Peter MacK¬ 
ay, Gordon O’Connor, 
Stoclcwell Day and Robert 
Greenhill, then the presi¬ 
dent of the Canadian Inter¬ 
national Development 
Agency, in the Sept. 26, 
2006 meetings is blanketed 
by diplomatic secrecy. 

MacKay was then Foreign 


Red Cross 

• The Red Cross is bound by in¬ 
ternational convention not to 
discuss with other countries 
what it saw in Afghan prisons. 


Affairs minister, O’Connor 
was at Defence and Day was 
Public Safety minister over¬ 
seeing Corrections Canada 
officers in Kandahar. 

While the details of the 
meeting are secret, enough 
was said about Afghanistan 
to generate a report from 
MacKay’s office a month lat¬ 
er, which flagged the Red 
Cross president’s concerns. 

The contents of the re- 


But it could drop broad hints, 
as officials did at two meetings 
with Canadian officials in Kan¬ 
dahar in May and June 2006 . 


port, one of thousands of 
documents filed in the Mili¬ 
tary Police Complaints 
Commission investigation 
of torture allegations, are 
censored. 

The email was titled: “Re: 
meeting with ICRC presi¬ 
dent re detention issues.” 

The Conservative govern¬ 
ment has insisted it never 
received direct warnings 
about possible Afghan tor¬ 


ture of Canadian-trans¬ 
ferred prisoners, although 
MacKay has conceded that 
general concerns were 
heard almost from the mo¬ 
ment the government took 
office in early 2006. 

The fact the Red Cross 
meetings took place raises 
further questions about 
what the federal govern¬ 
ment knew and the kind of 
warnings they received in 
those critical early months. 

Officially, the Red Cross 
would only say the talks fo¬ 
cused on topics including 
Afghanistan, humanitarian 
law in modern conflicts 
and co-operation with 
Canada. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Value of public inquiries doubted 


News in brief 


MOTHERS A recently published 
study by the Quebec bureau of 
statistics indicates having 
children is related to a drop in a 
woman's participation in the 
workforce and an increase in 
part-time work. The opposite was 
observed in men — in fact, more 
fathers were working than men 
without children. The study sug¬ 
gests that despite the fact the rate 
of working women with children 
more than doubled over the last 
three decades, one in five moth¬ 
ers still chose part-time work. 
SIMPSONS An American philoso¬ 
phy professor who has edited a 
series of books about how such 
TV programs such as The Simp¬ 
sons has affected popular culture 
says many people may be 
concerned about nuclear power 
from watching the animated 
show. Movies about nuclear dis¬ 
asters such as Chernobyl and 
Three Mile Island have also 
added to negative publicity. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


politics With the country 
awash in calls for an arm’s- 
length probe into a variety 
of brewing scandals, ques¬ 
tions are being raised about 
the efficacy of public in¬ 
quiries. 

While some inquiries are 
successful, others like the 
recently completed and 
widely criticized probe into 
an alleged pedophile ring in 
Cornwall, Ont., are long, ex¬ 
pensive and poorly focused. 

Some critics argue highly 
politicized inquiries solve 
more issues through nega¬ 
tive publicity than through 
the recommendations they 
produce. 

Others say they tarnish 
reputations, breach individ¬ 
ual rights and aren’t worth 
the damage they do to the 
public’s faith in govern¬ 
ment institutions. 

Prime Minister Stephen 


Harper has faced daily at¬ 
tacks in the House of Com¬ 
mons for failing to probe al¬ 
legations raised by diplo¬ 
mat Richard Colvin that 
Canada knowingly turned 
Afghan prisoners over to 
torture. 

Quebec Premier Jean 
Charest’s recent drop in 
opinion polls can partly be 
attributed to his steadfast 
refusal to allow an inquiry 
into allegations of corrup¬ 
tion involving politicians, 
construction companies 
and the Italian Mafia. 

Public inquiries have be¬ 
come so ubiquitous in 
Canada that when politi¬ 
cians refuse to call them, 
they’re automatically ac¬ 
cused of trying to hide 
something. But as opposi¬ 
tion parties, the public and 
other stakeholders contin¬ 
ue pressing the issue, there 


are some who sympathize, 
at least in part, with the 
leaders. 

Toronto lawyer Clayton 
Ruby says inquiries are 
good at exposing evidence 
of wrongdoing, but that the 
recommendations made by 
these costly commissions 
ultimately end up on li- 
braiy shelves gathering 
dust. 

“No one listens to the rec¬ 
ommendations,” he says. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 

m.metr^riews.ca 



The Internet revolutionized how Cana¬ 
dians communicate in the past 
decade, and the coming decade will 
continue by taking the Net mobile. 
Scan this barcode for the article or go 
to metronews.ca/canada. 


Ontario South Korean carries flame 



World figure skating champion Kim Yu-Na of South Korea car¬ 
ries the Olympic flame in Hamilton, Ont., on Saturday. 


Feds scrambling to get national 
pavilion ready for Olympics 


VANCOUVER 

2010 Games 


promotion The Conserva¬ 
tive government is in an 
llth-hour scramble to put 
together a national pavilion 
at the Vancouver Olympics, 
even though it was advised 
for years by bureaucrats 
and partners that it should 
take advantage of the Win¬ 
ter Games to promote Cana¬ 
da to the world. 

Insiders say it’s all part of 
a penny-pinching approach 
the Tories have taken to 
leveraging the Olympics for 


economic gain. 

The late planning means 
the government has been 
frantically trying to secure a 
live feed of Olympic compe¬ 
titions for its pavilion, a 
source said. 

The Games begin in just 
under two months. 

Meanwhile, the provinces 
have had their “houses” in 
order for months, with On¬ 
tario alone spending $4.5 
million on its pavilion. The 
buildings and tents are de¬ 
signed to showcase every¬ 
thing from tourism to in¬ 
vestment opportunities. 
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Women's bookstore struggling to stay open 

Nearly two decades after almost being destroyed in a firebombing, the 
Toronto Women's Bookstore is once again fighting for its survival, the Canadian press 


Mousehunt trapping 
millions of gamers 


There’s a place where mice 
are welcome, where 
make-believe rodents eat 
make-believe cheese mil¬ 
lions of times each day. 

It’s a land of serene 
meadows and mayhem, of 
calm clearings and dusty 
catacombs infested by 
clever little critters that 
may rob you blind or give 
you buckets of gold. 

The magical world of 
Mousehunt exists in a spar¬ 
tan second-floor office in 
Oakville, Ont., where com¬ 
puter wizards and artists 
have developed a Faceboolc 
game played by nearly two 
million people around the 
world. 

It’s a tongue-in-cheek na¬ 
tion centred in the Town of 
Gnawnia, where players 
help the king rid the king¬ 
dom of mice in all shapes 
and sizes. The king even 
pays players an hourly 
wage in gold, which they 
use to buy cheese and 
traps, which will get them 
even more gold as they rise 
through the hunter ranks. 

Some traps smash mice 
to smithereens. Others as- 



Hitgrab CEO Joel Auge shows 
off some mice sent to its 
Oakville office by fans of its 
popular Facebook game 
Mousehunt. 

sault them with loud mu¬ 
sic or drop them into a bot¬ 
tomless grave. There are 
even humane traps that 
fling mice into a fantasy 
world of endless cheese. 

You don’t have to spend 
a dime to play Mousehunt, 
but players can buy online 
Super Brie, which attracts 
mice better than the ordi¬ 


nary cheddar, gouda or spe¬ 
cial blends that players can 
craft themselves. 

“We’re really in the busi¬ 
ness of selling pretend 
cheese,” says Joel Auge, 31- 
year-old CEO of Hitgrab, 
the company that runs 
Mousehunt and a new 
game called Mythmonger. 

“We’re purveyors of fine 
digital cheese,” he adds 
with a laugh. 

It’s worked so much bet¬ 
ter than the first Facebook 
foray he and partner Brian 
Freeman made in 2006, 
when they started an appli¬ 
cation to help brides organ¬ 
ize wedding details, gifts 
and registrations. 

“It failed miserably,” he 
said, because it meant in¬ 
vesting a lot of screen time. 

The beauty of Mouse- 
hunt is that it takes just 
seconds to check your trap 
or sound the hunter’s 
horn, which begins the 
search for mice. Even if 
you’re not in the game, 
Facebook friends who play 
can help you nab mice 
while you’re away. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


MPs ask PM to let ex-KGB agent 
living in church stay in Canada 


sanctuary A pair of B.C. 
politicians are appealing to 
Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper to 
act in the spirit of 
Christmas and allow 
to stay in Canada a 
former KGB agent 
who’s taken sanctu¬ 
ary in a church. 

Mikhail Lennilcov 
has lived in a Van- 



Mikhail 

couver church since Lennikov 
the government de¬ 
nied his application to stay a translator for the Soviet 
in the country six months security agency was in- 


ago, though he’s resided 
with his wife and son here 
for 12 years. 

MPs Ujjal Dosanjh 
and Don Davies 
stood beside the man 
yesterday and made 
the public request to 
grant the 49-year-old 
permanent resi¬ 
dence. 

Lennikov has re¬ 
peatedly said his 
work in the 1980s as 


nocuous and commenced 
under pressure. 

Last week, he produced 
3,500 pages of documents 
from government depart¬ 
ments in an attempt to 
show there is nothing to 
back up claims he is a na¬ 
tional security threat. 

Border officials have so 
far respected a convention 
not to enter the church 
and arrest Lennikov, who 
says he’s unsure how long 
his stay will last. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Metro Edmonton, Editorial and Photography Interns, Edmonton AB 

Metro Edmonton is inviting applications for reporting and photography internships. 

The positions offer hands-on experience in a daily newsroom for journalists and photographers or recent grads who are 
beginning their careers. The positions are non-paid. 

Successful applicants in the past have excelled at generating story ideas and writing concise and compelling features as 
well as covering breaking news. The ideal candidate can also combine photography and reporting skills. 

Qualifications 

The positions are open to students and recent graduates (within the last year or two). 

The internships are full-time and start January 2010. They run for three-four weeks, based on availability, Sundays to Thursdays. 
No calls please. Only those applicants considered for the position will be contacted. 

Please e-mail samples of your work, a cover letter and resume identifying all relevant experience and/or skills to: 

Harry Hodge | Metro Edmonton, Ste, 2070,10123-99 Street NW, Edmonton, AB, T5J 3H1 | Tel: NO CALLS 
E-mail: harry.hodge@metronews.ca | Web address: http://metronews.ca 





















Stores open 
^ 8 a.m. daily. 
Thur., Dec. 24 
open 7 a.m. 


BOXING DAY PRICES ON NOW! 


Mon., Dec. 21 to Thur., Dec. 24 





Our gift to you! 

One Day Only! Monday, Dec. 21. 



coupon 

on any purchase of $100 or more f of regular 
or sale-priced men’s, women’s & kids’ fashions, 
footwear, intimate apparel, fashion accessories, 
handbags & luggage 


^Before taxes. Coupon valid on in-stock items in Sears Department stores only. While quantities last. Limit one coupon 
per customer. Coupon valid Mon., Dec. 21 only. See coupon for details and exclusions. See store for details 


*AII men’s & women’s reg.-priced robes 

*AII men’s reg.-priced Arnold Palmer®, Retreat®*®, 
Pierre Cardin® & Van Heusen® sweaters 



*AII men’s & women’s reg.-priced slippers 
*AII men’s reg.-priced dress shirts & ties 



*These savings offers exclude items with prices ending in .97 & .88, Special Purchases, Special Purchase 9.99 & 19.99 dress shirts & ties, gold wedding bands, Calvin Klein® & Lands' End brands and currently advertised items. 


NE124G209 © 2009. Sears Canada Inc. 
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Bus to Toronto crashes, 40 left stranded 

One person was slightly injured and 40 passengers were stranded for several hours yesterday morning after their bus from 
New York City to Toronto crashed on Interstate 95 near Buffalo and the company, Megabus, didn't send a replacement, torstar news service 



Afghan 

troops 

tested 


The harsh sound of the na¬ 
tional anthem blasting 
over the Afghan country¬ 
side on the weekend left 
little doubt that a new 
battle for one of the most 
dangerous districts of 
southern Afghanistan had 
been joined in earnest. 

As Canadian soldiers 
turned up the volume on 


the portable speaker and 
two American Kiowa heli¬ 
copters twisted and turned 
overhead, Canadian-men¬ 
tored Afghan soldiers 
swept through the village 
of Chahar Bagh. 

Scores of freshly arrived 
U.S. troops — ultimately un¬ 
der Canadian command — 
provided firepower support. 


Without subtlety, Opera¬ 
tion Eagle had landed, 
marking several firsts. 

The daylong sweep of 
Chahar Bagh was the first 
time the Canadian-men¬ 
tored battalion of Afghan 
soldiers — known as 3rd 
Kandalc — had planned and 
executed a major operation. 

It was also the first time 


the 2-508 unit of the U.S. 
82nd Airborne had de¬ 
ployed in Canada's new 
area of operations. 

Arghandab is prized by 
the Taliban insurgency as a 
key entrance to Kandahar 
city just to the south. 

Maj. Andrew Vivian, who 
heads the unit of Canadian 
mentors for 3rd Kandalc, 


admitted feeling like a 
teacher whose students are 
about to take an important 
exam. 

“Ultimately, we succeed 
when the ANA are out 
flourishing on their own,” 
Vivian said.“If they suc¬ 
ceed, it means we have 
done our jobs.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



This isn’t the time to get 
just any mortgage. 

It’s time to get the right one. 



TORCH RELAY 
RELAISlaFLAMME 

Vancouver 2010 


PRESENTING PARTNER 
PARTENAIRE PRINCIPAL 



Now is the time to consult an RBC Mortgage Specialist. RBC advice can help you 
take advantage of current interest rates, through an RBC Homeline Plan: a flexible 
mortgage that’s part fixed - for peace-of-mind - and part variable - so you can 
benefit from today’s low rates. And we can recommend one of the best priced lines 
of credit available in the market today. To take advantage of our advice, and our rates, 
talk to an RBC Mortgage Specialist today. Visit a branch or rbc.com/mortgageadvice 


Proud Presenting Partner ofthe Vancouver 2010 OlympicTorch Relay. 



BEST RATE OFFERS 

RBC Homeline Plan* 

5 Year Variable Rate Closed 1 2.25% 
Line of Credit 2 2.75% 



™2009, VAN0C. All Rights Reserved. Personal lending products and residential mortgages are offered by Royal Bank of Canada and are subject to standard lending criteria. Some conditions apply. * Rates shown are Royal Bank of Canada’s best rates based on current 
promotions offered to the general public. Offer may be changed, withdrawn or extended at any time without notice. Not available in combination with any other rate discounts, offers or promotions. 1 Interest rate for the variable rate dosed mortgage is our prime rate. The 
interest rate will change as our prime rate changes. APR 2.29%. The Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is based on a $100,000 mortgage for the term indicated and assumes certain cost of borrowing charges (for example, appraisal charges). If there are no cost of borrowing 
charges, APR and annual interest rate will be the same. 2. Interest rate for the line of credit is based upon Royal Bank of Canada’s prime rate, plus 0.5%. Prime rate as of October 19, 2009 is 2.25% and will change as our prime rate changes and without notice. ©Registered 
trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. TM1 Trademark of Royal Bank of Canada. 
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Ch-ch-ch-chat all winter. 
Amazing phones now 
under $ 100. 



Palm® Pre” smartphone 


$ 



95 

with a $50 voice and data plan 
(min. 500MB) on a 2-yr. term 1 
($599.95 no term) 




Nokia 2730 



95 

on a 3-yr. term 2 
($119.95 no term) 



BONUS: For a limited time, enjoy $50 off accessories when you purchase any phone from Bell. 4 
Visit a Bell store • 1 888 4-MOBILE (662453) • bell.ca 



savings 
just got 
better 


Available at the following 
Bell stores: 

BANFF 

Cascade Plaza 
CALGARY 

216 Saddletowne Circle 
509-2nd St. S.W. 

1002- 17th Ave. S.W. 

10603- 107th Ave. 

4801 Westwinds Dr. 

9650 Harvest Hills Blvd. N.E. 
Beacon Hill Centre 
Chinook Centre 
Crowfoot Crossing 
Deer Valley Shopping Centre 
Deerfoot Meadows 
Deerfoot Outlet Mall 
Eaton Centre 

Forest Lawn Shopping Centre 
Market Mall 

Marlborough Mall-kiosk 
North Hill Shopping 
Centre - kiosk 
Northland Village 
Shawnessy Village 
Southcentre Mall 
Southcentre Mall - kiosk 
Southpointe Shopping Centre 
South Trail Crossing 
Sunridge Mall 
Westbrook Mall 
CANM0RE 

105-802 Bow Valley Trail 
EDMONTON 

3918 White Mud & 17th St. 

6143-28th Ave. 

9774- 170th St. 

10157-101 St. 

10603-107th Ave. 

17551 - 100th Ave. 

12804-82nd St. 

14808 Stony Plain Rd. 

18563 Stony Plain Rd. 
Abbottsfield Shoppers Mall 
Bonnie Doon 
Capilano Mall 
Edmonton City Centre 
Edmonton City Centre - kiosk II 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Mill Woods Town Centre 
Northgate Centre 
Northgate Centre - kiosk 
Sherwood Park Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
South Park Centre 
Southgate Mall - kiosk 
St. Albert Centre 
St. Albert Trail at 137 Ave. 

West Edmonton Mall 
Westmount Centre 
Whyte Avenue at 107 St. 

FORT MCMURRAY 
19 Riedel St. 

Peter Pond Shopping Centre 
GRANDE PRAIRIE 
Prairie Mall 
LEDUC 

4916-50th Ave. 

LETHBRIDGE 
Park Place 

Smart Centers Lethbridge 
LL0YDMINSTER 
Lloyd Mall 
MEDICINE HAT 
1221 Kingsway Ave. SE 
Carry Drive Plaza 
Medicine Hat Mall 
PEACE RIVER 
10032- 100th St. 

RED DEER 

Bower Place Shopping Centre 
Parkland Mall 
ROCKY VIEW 
Crossiron Mills Mall 
SPRUCE GROVE 
Creekside Centre 
ST-ALBERT 
460-140 St-Albert Rd. 
WHITECOURT 
3301 -37th Ave. 


Offer ends December 31,2009. Available with compatible devices within network coverage areas available from Bell Mobility (EVD0/HSPA/HSPA+) where technology permits. HSPA/HSPA+not available everywhere. One-time device activation ($35) fee applies. Paper bill service charge ($2/mo.) applies unless you register 
fore-bill and cancel your paper bill. Upon early termination, price adjustment charges apply. Subject to change without notice; not combinable with other offers. Taxes extra. Other conditions apply. (1) With new activation on a post-paid voice plan and a data feature with a total min. value of $50/mo. You must keep a min. 
$50/mo. post-paid voice and data plan for 12 months after activation, otherwise a one-time data service price adjustment of $99 will be charged on your account. ( 2 ) With new activation on a post-paid voice plan. ( 3 ) With new activation on a post-paid voice plan and a data feature with a total min. value of $40/mo. You 
must keep a min. $40/mo. post-paid voice and data plan for 12 months after activation, otherwise a one-time data service price adjustment of $99 will be charged on your account. ( 4 ) With a new activation on a 3-yr. term on a post-paid voice plan. Rebate applies in-store before taxes on accessories. Palm and Pre are 
among the trademarks or registered trademarks owned by or licensed to Palm, Inc. BlackBerry®, RIM®, Research In Motion® and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Nokia is a registered 
trademark of Nokia Corporation. Rumour2 is a trademark of LG Electronics Inc. Samsung Galaxy and Samsung Vice are trademarks of Samsung Electronics Co., Ltd., and its related entities. Google and Android are trademarks of Google, Inc. 
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Deadly earthquake strikes Africa 

A strong earthquake destroyed several buildings in the African nation of Malawi yesterday, 
killing at least three people and injuring about 200, a government official said, the associated press 


World 



Adams says father abused his family 

Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams, left, says his late father was a man who emotionally, physically 
and sexually abused members of his family. Adams’ disclosure comes as the president of the 
Irish Republican Army-linked party calls on his brother Liam to surrender to police to answer 
charges that he abused his daughter. Adams says that he has no recollection of being 
personally abused and did not go into detail about the allegations. Gerry Adams Sr., 

a former IRA prisoner, died in 2003- the associated press 


Israel admits it 
harvested organs 


Settlers enraged by slowdown plan 


Israel has admitted that 
in the 1990s, its forensic 
pathologists harvested 
organs from dead bodies, 
including Palestinians, 
without permission of 
their families. 

The issue emerged with 
publication of an inter¬ 
view with the then-head of 
Israel’s Abu Kabir forensic 
institute, Dr. Jehuda Hiss. 

The interview was con¬ 
ducted in 2000 by an 
American academic, who 
released it because of a 
huge controversy last sum¬ 
mer over an allegation by 
a Swedish newspaper that 
Israel was killing Palestini¬ 
ans in order to harvest 
their organs. Israel hotly 
denied the charge. 


• Israeli authorities could 
soon use special commando 
units, unmanned spy planes 
and cellphone-jamming 
equipment to enforce a mora¬ 
torium on new settlement 
construction in the West Bank, 
military officials said 
yesterday, deepening a show- 

Parts of the interview 
were broadcast on Israel’s 
Channel 2 TV over the 
weekend. 

In it, Hiss said, “We 
started to harvest corneas 
... Whatever was done was 
highly informal. No per¬ 
mission was asked from 
the family.” In a response 


down between the 
government and Jewish 
settlers. Enraged settlers 
vowed to resist the plan, 
prompting Defence Minister 
Ehud Barak to warn they 
would face the full wrath of 
the military if they continue to 
flout the 10-month slowdown. 

to the TV report, the Is¬ 
raeli military confirmed 
that the practice took 
place. 

“This activity ended a 
decade ago and does not 
happen any longer,” the 
militaiy said in a state¬ 
ment quoted by Channel 

2. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Pakistan Heightened security 



Pakistani women walk past a police officer in the troubled city 
of Peshawar yesterday. Authorities are taking extra security 
measures during the Shiite Muslim mourning month of Muhar- 
ram, as security agencies fear an increased level of violence. 


News in brief 


NEW YORK Bicyclists who 
planned to go topless to 
protest the removal of a Brook¬ 
lyn bike lane switched gears 
Saturday, pinning plastic 
breasts to their jackets as they 
rode into a snowstorm. Dozens 


of bikers joined a protest called 
the "Freedom Ride." Cyclists 
blame Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg because Hasidic 
Jewish residents “can't handle 
scantily clad women” on bikes. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


China defends 
climate accord 

climate change China, the 
world’s largest emitter of 
greenhouse gases, lauded 
yesterday the outcome of a 
historic UN climate confer¬ 
ence that ended with a non¬ 
binding agreement that 
urges major polluters to 
make deeper emissions 
cuts — but does not require 
it. Foreign Minister Yang 
Jiechi said the international 
climate talks that brought 
more than 110 leaders 
together in Copenhagen 
produced “significant and 
positive” results. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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l_ ScanLife 

As international pressure mounts on 
the U.S. to curb its emissions, 
natural gas is emerging as an unlikely 
solution. Scan this barcode for the 
article or go to metronews.ca/world 



DAYS OF 

DEALS 


W Ask about ^ 
pree Telus TV' 
( service for onei 
year! « 


BOARDWALK 


RENTAL 


1 

2 


8 

13 

14 

19 

20 


Dee 2T 

Mention this ad today 
at any Boardwalk property and 
receive DO YOT PAY until 
February 2010, *0 security 
deposit and s 600 move in 
credit on February rent! 

Special offers are available "as is" and substitutions 
are not permitted. Valid on new move-ins only 
between December 1-24, 2009 and valid on 12 
month lease terms only. Restrictions apply. 


COMMUNITIES 


Check online for new specials every day! 


1 . 800 . 310.9255 
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Dozens killed in Nigerian crash 

At least 55 people died and 38 others were injured when a truck carrying 
bags of fertilizer slammed into a market in central Nigeria, the associated press 


world 11 


Bill almost there 

U.S. Senate health-care legislation on track for passage 


U.S. Senate Democrats 
pushed toward a critical 
vote to advance historic 
health-care reform legisla¬ 
tion as outnumbered Re¬ 
publicans pledged a fight 
to the end against 
President Barack Obama's 
top domestic policy priori¬ 
ty. 

On Saturday, jubilant 
Senate Democrats an¬ 
nounced they had locked in 
the 60th and decisive vote 
needed to overcome Repub¬ 
lican stalling tactics. That 
came from moderate Dem¬ 
ocratic Sen. Ben Nelson of 
Nebraska, the last holdout 
in their caucus, who de¬ 
clared his support for re¬ 
vised legislation crafted by 
Senate Majority Leader Har¬ 
ry Reid. 

That put the bill firmly 
on a path for Christmas Eve 
passage. 


“It represents the culmination of 
a struggle begun by (President) 

Theodore Roosevelt nearly a century ago.” 

U.S. Vice-President Joe Biden in an editorial 
in yesterday's New York Times 


To keep the process mov¬ 
ing under Senate rules, De¬ 
mocrats will need to show 
60 votes in a series of votes. 
The first — and most criti¬ 
cal — test vote on a cloture 
motion to end debate on 
the bill was set for about a 1 
a.m. debate. 

Republican Sen. John Mc¬ 
Cain of Arizona, Obama’s 
opponent in last year’s elec¬ 
tion, said there was proba¬ 
bly nothing to keep Democ¬ 
rats from passing the bill by 
Christmas Eve. 

Still, he said, Republicans 
would not relent in the bat¬ 


tle for public opinion. 

“We’ll fight the good 
fight. We will fight until 
the last vote,” said McCain. 
He said the political climate 
under Obama has become 
more partisan than ever. 

Vice-President Joe Biden 
wrote in The New York 
Times yesterday that sena¬ 
tors should support the bill 
because “it represents the 
culmination of a struggle 
begun by (President) 
Theodore Roosevelt nearly 
a centuiy ago” to improve 
health care. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


EUROPE Snowstorms and sub¬ 
freezing temperatures have 
battered Europe, killing 29 peo¬ 
ple in Poland alone and wreak¬ 


ing havoc on air, train and car 
travellers on the last weekend 
before Christmas. 

France's aviation authority or¬ 


dered the cancellation of 40 
per cent of flights from Paris' 
two airports yesterday. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



i’m lovin’ it 


McDonald’s* 
is Proud 
to Sponsor 
Promoter of 
the Week 



u via 

BACCARAT CASINO 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Promoter will 
receive a McDonald’s 

gift certificate Do it daily. 



BOXING DAYS 

Comwave Starts Boxing Day Early and 
Knocks Out the Competition!!! 


\ (Home Phone Lines ] 

~ ALL FEATURE 

FREEI 


Voicemail 
Caller ID 
Call Waiting 


Enhanced 

Unlimited 

Canada 

One Rate 

Global 

$ 14.95 

1 "T /month 

$10.95 

| ^0 /month 

$2Q95 

/month 

$39 95 

/month 

UNLIMITED 

UNLIMITED 

UNLIMITED 

UNLIMITED 

Local 

Calling to 

Calling to 

Calling to 

Calling 

Canada 

i+i 

Canada & U.S.A. 

25 Countries! 

j All Features 

All Features 

All Features 

All Features 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 

FREE 


BOXING DAYS 

Limited Time Offer 

Months 

O FREE! 

Satisfaction Keep Your Existing 
Guaranteed! Phone Number! 


\«* comwave 


780 - 665-1805 


www.comwave.ca 


WHtE COMWAVF STRIVES FOR ACCURACY M OUR ADVERTISING, COMWAVF RESERVES TMF RIGHT TO COFIRFCT ANY FUROR IN PRICING OR INFORMATION AT ANY TTMF. HOME PHONE LINES: VoIP 911 HAS CERTAIN I IMITATIONS VERSUS 
TRADITIONAL 911 Tilt GlORAL HOMC PlIONC PLAN IS LIMITED TO 3000 MINUTES PtR MONTH. EXCESS MINUTES USED IMU 0E BILLED AT 3.99 CENTS PER MINUTE. UNUMITED CANADA PLAN DOES NOT MCLUDE CALLS TO THE YUKON. NUNAVUT 
or N.W.T. One Rate plan does neii incur* caiis to the Yukon, Nunavut, N.W.T, Hawaii or Ai aska. The rates art based on a 3 year term. Saeiseaction Guaranieed within 90 days. If you are not 100% satisfied, you 
MAY CANCEL YOUR HOME PHONE SERVICE NO OUESTIONS ASKED. RaTC GUARANTEE IS BASED ON COMPETITORS LOWEST ADVERTISED RATE TOR LIKE SERVICES. Tl* 6 MONTHS TREE PROMOTION DOES NOT APPLY TO THE GLOBAL HOME PlIONC PlAN. 
Limiieo io 3000 mmuies per monih. The rails are based on a 3 year term. 6 Months Free - You get 3 months ehee immeiraiely upon acuvaiion of ihe service. Gee an adoihonal 3 monihs free b you transfer your 
existing Home Phone Line to Comwave within tiic tirst 3 months. Terms and conditions api 
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Rare white rhinos relocated 

Four of the world's last known eight northern white rhinos landed in Kenya yesterday and were transported to a game park where 
officials hope the endangered mammals will reproduce and save their subspecies, the associated press 


Britain-France rail link 
closed for train probe 

Breakdowns left thousands stuck in tunnel 


The only rail link between 
Britain and France was 
closed indefinitely yester¬ 
day as Eurostar investigat¬ 
ed a series of train break¬ 
downs that trapped thou¬ 
sands of people in the 
Channel Tunnel for hours. 

The stoppage meant that 
about 31,000 people in 
Britain, France and Bel¬ 
gium had to cancel trips 
planned on Eurostar on 
Saturday, and 26,000 more 
were expected to be affect¬ 
ed yesterday. 

Eurostar originally said 
that four of its trains were 
halted in the tunnel Friday 
evening. 


politics Sen. John McCain 
says he understands why 
Sarah Palin blacked out his 
name on a McCain cam¬ 
paign visor so she could 
avoid recognition while on 
vacation in Hawaii. 


Travel troubles 


• The problem is the latest 
of several that British trav¬ 
ellers have faced as the 
Christmas and New Year's 
holidays approach. Several 
airports have been affected 
by unusually heavy snow¬ 
falls. 

Yesterday the company 
said a fifth train had also 
been disabled in the tun¬ 
nel before being towed to 
London. A sixth train 
broke down Friday, al¬ 
though outside the tunnel, 
38 kilometres of which sits 


The Arizona Republican 
made the comments about 
his 2008 running mate on 
Fox News yesterday. 

Palin blacked out Mc¬ 
Cain’s name with a felt 
marker recently, saying 


under the English Chan¬ 
nel, Eurostar said. 

Trapped Eurostar passen¬ 
gers spoke of languishing 
in the dark for up to 16 
hours without adequate 
food, water or any clear 
idea of what was happen¬ 
ing. 

Following unsuccessful 
attempts to move some 
passengers between Lon¬ 
don and Paris on Saturday 
evening, the company has 
cancelled all services “un¬ 
til we get to the bottom of 
what happened Friday 
night,” Eurostar chief ex¬ 
ecutive Richard Brown 

said. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


she is fond of McCain but 
wanted to travel “incogni¬ 
to.” 

McCain said yesterday 
he has no problems with 
the blacked-out name. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


visit Iraq’s prime minister 
opened a landmark visit to 
Egypt yesterday in what 
aides called an ambitious 
attempt to improve rela¬ 
tions with one of the Arab 
world’s most powerful 
players. 


Prime Minister Nouri al- 
Malilci’s last visit to Egypt 
was in 2007 as part of an 
international conference 
on Iraq’s future. But this 
visit was designed for 
meetings with Egyptian of¬ 
ficials. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


volcano The Philippines' 
most active volcano could erupt 
within days, officials warned 
yesterday after detecting a dras¬ 
tic surge in quakes and 
rumbling sounds in surround¬ 
ing foothills. Tens of thousands 
have been evacuated as a pre¬ 
caution. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


No problems with Palin: McCain 


Macau Dubious anniversary 



Hundreds of demonstrators march yesterday in Macau, during the 10th anniversary of the former 
Portuguese enclave’s return to Chinese rule. Hundreds of demonstrators called for greater 
economic equity, an end to corruption and the right to elect the territory’s leader, currently 
appointed by Beijing and rubber-stamped by a committee in Macau. 


Iraqi PM journeys to Egypt 


SSh a $100 gift 



Koodo 

■ mobile™ 


(1) See store for details. Bonus gift available with new activations only. While quantities last. 


Edmonton 

Edmonton City Centre 
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Londonderry Mall 
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Canon 


Canon For those on your 
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n wcr Shat SD9BO/S 

DIGITAJL ELPH 


nice list. 


Touch Screen Technology 

made easy and fun! 


m 


Q 


NEW! N 

720p HD movies J 


Touch Active Screen 
3.0" EasyTouch LCD 
screen offers exceptionally 
intuitive and user-friendly 
fingertip controls. 


Available in 
4 colours: 


Touch Select & Track 
Tap the face you want to 
focus on and the camera 
will track your subject. 


Touch Scroll 

Easily flip between images, start a slideshow 
and magnify a portion of a picture. 
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T&werShot SD980 IS $399"* 

( Take the 

Online Product Tour J 
at www.canon.ca J 


12.1 

MEGA 

PIXELS 


F2.8-5.9 


Features at your fingertips with a 

Customizable Control Ring. 


The most advanced PowerShot camera 
It's no surprise the Pros love it! 


Ask about 
genuine Canon 
cases and bags 


canon 


H i, fci 


$529"* 

^1 High Sensitivity Sensor & F2.0 Lens 


S599 99 * 

High Sensitivity Sensor 


Control Your Camera 
like the Pros: 


Shoot from any Angle 


10 » A| 


DiG!C | 


raw MS 


Take the 

Online Product Tour 
at www.canon.ca 


1A AMEGA 
I UtU PIXELS 


Grow Your System with Accessories 


a RAW MS 

SENSOR 


Take the 

Online Product Tour 
at www.canon.ca 


*Actual prices are determined by individual retailers and may vary. Specifications and availability subject to change without notice. Viewscreens are simulated. 
All products are sold separately unless otherwise indicated. Canon, PowerShot and DiGIC are registered trade-marks of Canon Inc. © 2009 Canon Canada Inc. 


Visit www.canon.ca to find 
a Canon dealer near you! 
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Comment 


Kudos to city council 

Surprise result approves entire light rail transit package 



Brian 

Gould 


metronews.ca/gould 


eading into part 
2 of the LRT pub- 

- lie hearing, it 

was looking like 
the best-case re¬ 
sult would see the lines to 
the north and southeast 
passed, but the west leg 
held hostage to indecision. 

However, I’m happy — 
and surprised — to report 
the vote ended up 9-4 in 
favour of the whole pack¬ 
age, including the contro¬ 
versial Stony Plain Road 
section. 

The councillors remain¬ 
ing opposed were Jane Bat¬ 
ty, Karen Leibovici, Linda 


Sloan and Tony Caterina. 
Caterina predictably used 
it to take another shot at 
the airport closure deci¬ 
sion and blamed both 
votes on blogging — a 
form of public participa¬ 
tion, last I checked. 

The surprise result came 
after a revised administra¬ 
tion presentation. Before 
the presentation, 107 Av¬ 
enue seemed to have cost 
savings and political expe¬ 
diency going for it. 

Afterward, it suddenly 
had neither, with the $250- 
million savings becoming 
$30 million on account of 
some previously unidenti¬ 
fied expropriation east of 
Groat Road. 

What didn’t change was 
that the 107th would have 
added an unnecessaiy kilo¬ 
metre to the route and 
continued to give priority 
to drivers. Unfortunately, 
some councillors continue 


to defend this priority. 

As someone who voted 
in Batty’s downtown ward 
(for Coun. Ben Henderson, 
mind you), I’m disappoint¬ 
ed that she, along with Lei¬ 
bovici, seem more con¬ 
cerned with maintaining 
space for cars than increas¬ 
ing the total number of 
people able to travel along 
the corridor. 

Not only is the west LRT 
expected to see 50,000 dai¬ 
ly riders, it’s only expected 
to divert 10,000 cars from 
SPR. The key word here is 
divert: There are alternate 
routes, and the road net¬ 
work will rebalance itself. 

Once the design process 
begins, there will be 
enough detail to properly 
deal with any actual prob¬ 
lems that arise. If there’s a 
better way to handle SPR 
between 156 and 149 
streets, it can only be 
found moving forward. 


We can only go so far, 
however, without funding. 
I’d love to say the province 
will come through, but the 
previously pledged $2 bil¬ 
lion for transit has all but 
disappeared. 

Meanwhile, Toronto is 
moving forward thanks to 
the Ontario government, 
which just this year hand¬ 
ed more than $4.6 billion 
for a 33-lcilometre LRT line 
and another $3.2 billion for 
various other extensions to 
the TTC’s rail system. 

This decision means we 
have the routes. One is 
practically ready to build, 
the others might only be a 
few years behind. Council 
should be congratulated 
for bringing us this far, but 
without the money it’s just 
talk. 


Brian Gould is a transportation planner and 
has served in a variety of roles with the Transit 
Riders’ Union of Edmonton. 
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Christmas-a lot of assembly required 


HineSight 



Today, our final instalment 
on Prepping for the Holi¬ 
days: 

Sanity: Is it overrated? 

Or, all I want for Christ¬ 
mas is a G-17A size 12 
Allen key. 

After the excitement of 
Christmas morning comes 
another traditional holiday 
event: Assembly After¬ 
noon. 

In olden days, Assembly 
Afternoon did not exist. A 
ball was a ball. A jump 
rope was a jump rope. And 
a quoit and skittle set was 
... actually, I have no idea 
what that was. But the 
point is, it didn’t need to 


be put together. You got 
your quoit and your skittle 
and you were good to go. 

Now that we live in 
more convenient times, 
it’s likely that at least one 
gift you receive will have 
to be assembled, mount¬ 
ed or, it may seem, built 
entirely from scratch. 
This is because manufac¬ 
turers ship their products 
in parts for obvious rea¬ 
sons: They can’t figure out 
how the heck to put the 
thing together either. 

To be ready for Assem- | 
bly Afternoon, here’s j\ 
what you’ll need: 

1. A translator. 

These days most 
items come with in¬ 
structions that 
have been 

thoughtfully 
translated into 
a wide variety 
of languages. 

These may include Klin- 
gon, Hobbit and British 



semaphore, but they will 
never, ever include what¬ 
ever language you speak. 

2. The home phone num¬ 
ber of a hard¬ 
ware store 

owner. 

Before 
Christ¬ 
mas, 

take time 
to do a full 
inventory of what 
tools and equipment 
f?/ you have. Now know 
that whatever you al- 
I ready own is not what 
f you are going to need to 
do the task at hand. 

Another important note 
here: Any box that says 
“batteries included,” does¬ 
n’t. 

3. A whacking thing. 

At some point it will be¬ 
come clear that Piece C is 
not going to go into Slot A 
without some serious per¬ 
suasion. Excellent whack¬ 
ing things I have used in¬ 



clude Nutcracker dolls and 
that extra piece that didn’t 
seem to fit anywhere. Tip: 
Do not use your spouse’s 
new BlaclcBerry. Trust me 
on this one. 

4. Assistance. 

While most assembly ef¬ 
forts are one-person jobs, 
it’s traditional to have 
someone on hand to pro¬ 
vide helpful comments 
such as, “That’s not how 
I’d do it,” and “Too bad you 
have to do that or you 
could be having a drink 
like me.” While it’s not OK 
to use the whacking thing 
on this person, it is per¬ 
fectly acceptable to give 
them a gift next year that 
comes in a lca-gillion 
pieces. 

Wishing you all a happy 
holiday and joyous Assem¬ 
bly Afternoon! 


Anne Hines is an author and humour writer. 
She has written three novels and one 
collection of nonfiction humour. 



We Know What You’re Thinking 


WE KNOW 

WHAT YOU’RE 

THINKING 


43% 


The percentage of Cana- 
dians who purchase gift [gjjaag 
cards and sometimes forget to pur¬ 
chase a greeting card to go with it. 


Eco-friendly shopping may 
lead to bad habits: Study 


Buying green may help 
save the planet, but a new 
study suggests it might al¬ 
so make you more prone 
to cheat, 
steal, and be 
selfish. 

In a paper 
to be pub¬ 
lished in an 
upcoming is¬ 
sue of the 
journal Psy¬ 
chological 
Science, Uni¬ 
versity of 
Toronto re¬ 
searchers Ni¬ 
na Mazar and 
Chen-Bo Zhong studied 
how students behaved af¬ 
ter being given the option 
of purchasing environmen¬ 
tally friendly products, like 
organic yogurt or 
biodegradable laundry de¬ 
tergent, or conventional 


items. 

They found students 
who chose green products 
were less likely to act altru¬ 
istically after¬ 
wards than 
those who 
were simply 
exposed to 
green prod¬ 
ucts. 

The study, 
said Mazar, 
an assistant 
professor of 
marketing 
with the Uni¬ 
versity of 
Toronto’s 
Rotman School of Manage¬ 
ment, builds on research 
into the idea of “moral reg¬ 
ulation” — that people ei¬ 
ther consciously or uncon¬ 
sciously balance bad deeds 
with good ones. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Purchasing habits 

• While the findings might 
deflate the self-righteous 
air of those who brag about 
bringing canvas bags to the 
grocery store, researcher Ni¬ 
na Mazar says it definitely 
shouldn't be seen as a con¬ 
demnation of environmen¬ 
tally friendly purchasing 
habits. 


Worth mentioning 


IPSOS REID 


Tell us your views by email to edmontonlettersfQmetronews.ca or comment on metronews.ca or on Twitter fK)metroedmonton 

Letters must include sender’s full name, address and phone number - street name and phone numbers will NOT be published. We reserve the right to edit letters. 


METRO Edmonton 10123-99 Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5J 3H1, Tel: 780-702-0592; Advertising: adinfoedmontongmetronews.ca; edmonton_distribution(ametronews.ca; News: harry.hodge@metronews.ca 














































Big news. 

The best phones on Canada’s 
largest 3G+ network: 





,V; z&f. 


^Ttelus 

the future is friendly* 


For more details on these great offers, visit your TELUS authorized dealer or retailer, visit telusmobility.com or call 1 -866-264-2966. 

Walmart 2jc. 


” TELUS AUTHORIZED 
DEALERS 


EDMONTON 

Bonnie Doon Mall 
Kingsway Garden Mall 
Londonderry Mall 
Northgate Mall 
South Edmonton Common 
Southgate Centre 
TELUS Plaza North 
West Edmonton Mall 

Downtown 

9915 108A Ave. NW 
11315 104th Ave. 

WEST END 

5 - 14220 Yellowhead Trail 
14903 118th Ave. 

10429 178th St. 

NORTH 

9624 165th Ave. 

12714 137th Ave. 

13034 50th St. 


5912 104th St. 


10309 34th Ave. 


8708 51st Ave. 


Nokia E71 

HTC Hero™ 

LG New Chocolate™ 

BlackBerry® 

Bold™ 9700 


NEW. Red and black, 
only from TELUS. 

NEW. Only from TELUS. 

Also available in black. 

NEW. Only from TELUS. 

NEW 


4515 Gateway Blvd. 

$0 f $329.99 

$49.99 f $499.99 

$99.99 t $499.99 

$199.99 f 

$649.99 

Fort Saskatchewan 

3 year term 1 No term 

3 year term No term 

3 year term No term 

3 year term 

1 No term 

SAVE $329.99 

SAVE $450 

SAVE $400 

SAVE $450 


9542 86th Ave. 

9914 103rd St. 


Leduc 

112-5906 50th St. 
5205 50th Ave. 

Sherwood Park 

Sherwood Park Mall 

162-26 Strathmoor Dr. 
(Road King) 

Spruce Grove 

Westland Market Mall 
30 - 96 Campsite Rd. 

St. Albert 

St. Albert Centre 
30 - 200 St. Albert Rd. 

_ 20 Muir Dr. 


Visions 


*For HSPA/HSPA+ geographic coverage and population covered as of December 2009. tOffer available until December 31,2009, for new activations or renewals on a 3 year term with a smartphone voice and data rate plan of $50 or greater or on a BlackBerry Social or BlackBerry Email & IM rate plan. Begular price of the Nokia E71 on a 3 year term is 
$29.99. Begular price of the HTC Hero on a 3 year term is $99.99. Regular price of the BlackBerry Bold on a 3 year term is $249.99. Phone availability and prices may vary. Prices are subject to change without notice. TELUS reserves the right to modify eligible rate plans with this offer at any time without advance notice. TELUS, the TELUS logo and the 
future is friendly are trademarks of TELUS Corporation, used under licence. BlackBerry, RIM, Research In Motion and related trademarks, names and logos are the property of Research In Motion Limited and are registered and/or used in the U.S. and countries around the world. Nokia, Nokia Connecting People and Ovi Maps are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of Nokia Corporation. Twitter is a trademark of Twitter, Inc. in the United States and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. © 2009 TELUS. 
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Walmart 

Save money. Live better. 


It's better than prepaid! 



LG Keybo 

• 2.0 megapixel camera 
• MP3 player 
#8712551 


Samsung Slyde 
• 2.0 megapixel camera 
• MP3 player 
#8714273 






■ 

Get a $100 
gift card 2 

i 

1 

Activation 

Included. 




Samsung U410 
• Camera 
• Speakerphone 
#8710745/8710724 


MOTO VE440 
• 1.3 megapixel camera 
• MP3 player with microSD™ slot 
#8714980 




Koodo 

■ mobile™ 


(1) Subject to approved credit. Prices do not include taxes. (2) $100 gift card with new 
activations only of a new QWERTY phone. $25 gift card with new activations only of a 
new non-QWERTY phone.The contract phones in this advertisement are available in 
Walmart stores with a Connection Centre. Visit walmart.ca to find a Connection Centre 
nearest you. Product availability may be determined by local wireless coverage. 

Prices effective December 11 2009 to January 3 2010. While quantities last. 
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Workers awarded $iooM in BP lawsuit 

A jury Friday awarded more than $100 million US to 10 workers who said they were in¬ 
jured in 2007 by a toxic substance at BP PLC's Texas City plant, the associated press 


Business 


EDITOR: FERMIN.DESOUZA^METRONEWS.CA 


Markets expected 
to stay volatile 


Stock markets are expect¬ 
ed to remain volatile in 
the shortened trading 
week ahead of Christmas, 
as investors clean up their 
books before the start of 
the new year. 

Motivation will come 
from turbulent commodity 
prices which proved espe¬ 
cially unpredictable last 
week as the U.S. dollar 
bounced around in value. 
Traders will also be mak¬ 
ing last-minute trades to 
meet the tax-loss trading 
deadline for the year. 

“There’s a whole bunch 


of conflicted forces at 
work,” said John Johnston, 
chief strategist at the Har¬ 
bour Group at RBC Domin¬ 
ion Securities. “The U.S. 
economy is showing pretty 
decisive indications that 
it’s in an economic recov¬ 
ery, but a very slow one.” 

Markets will operate on 
a regular schedule until 
Christmas Eve, when they 
close at 1 p.m. ET on both 
sides of the border and will 
remain closed for Christ¬ 
mas. 

Economists and ob¬ 
servers have predicted 


trading this month would 
be relatively muted com¬ 
pared with previous years 
partly because the TSX ral¬ 
lied in early November to a 
high for the year. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

m.metr^riews.ca 



l- ScanLife 


After ending a border dispute with 
Iran, Iraq’s rebuilding oil industry 
moves toward developing a lucrative 
oilfield. Scan this barcode for the arti¬ 
cle or go to metronews.ca/world 


New York Larger than life 



A visitor to Stereo Exchange in New York over the weekend wears 3-D glasses to view a 
demonstration of Digital Projection’s Titan io8op 3-D projector on a three-metre screen. The Eng¬ 
lish company is marketing the 3-D systems to high-end home users and the military. 


Business in brief 


TECH The BlackBerry faces 
more competition in the con¬ 
sumer market, especially in 
North America, and its entry 
into China will have 
challenges, analysts say. Fresh 
from a gain of more than 10 
per cent on Friday and after 


beating profit expectations, 
Research In Motion faced ques¬ 
tions about if it can maintain 
such growth. PC Magazine an¬ 
alyst Sascha Segan said Black- 
Berrys are starting to look a bit 
dull and “definitely need a 

facelift”. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Spyker makes 
new Saab offer 

auto In a final attempt to 
rescue Saab Automobile 
AB, Dutch automaker 
Spyker Cars submitted a 
new offer yesterday to buy 
the Swedish brand from 
General Motors. Spyker 
said it has submitted a new 
11-point proposal to GM, 
addressing the issues that 
made talks collapse earlier 
this week. 

GM on Friday said issues 
arose during the sales talks 
that could not be resolved, 
and the window of time to 
complete a deal was small. 

Spyker CEO Victor 
Muller said he hoped the 
new offer would make GM 
change its mind. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


BECOME A PERMANENT RESIDENT 


TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKERS 
can apply for residency 
under many different categories 

Call us now for FREE assessment and advice 

Ann Arbour Consultants Inc. 

(Certified Immigration Consultant License # M042390) 


1.877.612.1222 

www.annarbour.com 
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Iilllli! 


LOW ON PRICE. 

HIGH ON FEATURES. 



BEST 

HIGHWAY 

FUEL 

EFFICIENCY 

IN ITS CLASS (EXCLUDES 
HYBRIDS)* 


HWY: 5.4L/100KM - 52 MPG 
CITY: 8.0L/100KM - 35 MPG' 


V 


2009 CHEVROLET COBALT 

% 


0*~72 


i 


a 


5 1.000 


w 


MONTHS* 


w 


to* 


i* 


FREIGHT &PDI INCLUDED 


INCLUDES • Ecotec 2.2L 4-Cylinder Engine • 5-Speed Manual 
Transmission • Standard CD with MP3 Playback and Audio 
Input Jack • 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seats 


☆☆☆☆☆ 


2009 CHEVROLET AVEO 


MONTHS* 



INCLUDES • Ecotec 1.6L 4-Cylinder DOHC Engine • 5-Speed 
Manual Transmission • Standard CD with MP3 Playback and 
Audio Input Jack • 60/40 Split Folding Rear Seats 


ALBERTACHEVROLET.COM 


60 DAY SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 


TOY JOY tvtm 


0 THE BEST COVEI 

5 YEARS :e 

160,000 KM -E 


THE BESLCOVERAGE IN CANADA 

• POWERTRAIN LIMITED WARRANTY 
-Ten nnn IStUl • ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 
160,000 KM • COURTESY TRANSPORTATION 


\ CM pays the first 

rsTutem 2 

V BONUS™/ payments* J 



CHEVROLET 
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American pika losing its home 

Faced with global warming, many creatures will migrate to cooler latitudes — but the American pika can’t do that because their 
habitat in North America is currently restricted to small, disconnected habitat ‘islands' in numerous mountain ranges, wwf 



Going Green 


Give the Earth a gift 

With only a few shopping days left, TD Friends 
of the Environment Foundation has launched a 
new e-gift available at tdfef.com/egift. One 
hundred per cent of every donation will 
support grassroots environment and wildlife 
projects across Canada. metro news services 


EDITOR: BEN.RYCROFTf®METRONEWS.CA 



SNOW 

Best present for moms 
and their babies 
Get one today at: 

SNOWSTROLLER.CA 


Service Directory 


To advertise call 780-702-0592 


FINANCIAL 



CHILD CARE 


CHILD CARE 
WANTED 

Looking for full time 
live-in caregiver 

Preferably with experience 
for $ 10/hr 


Email resume to 
azngirl24@gmail.com 


Apartment Finder 

To advertise contact Yvonne Markey at 780-701-0347 


realstar management 



China using pig power 

Village becomes model for renewable energy with bio-fuel 


ANN-AEL DURAND 

Metro World News 


The inhabitants of Cao 
Tian Da, in the Chinese 
province of Yunnan, cook 
and heat their homes with 
pig excrement — an exam¬ 
ple of transition towards 
new energies encouraged 
by China. 

The signs painted along 
the road state it clearly: 
Cao Tian Da is a “model vil¬ 
lage for renewable energy.” 
This 140-inhabitant ham¬ 
let, in the mountains of 
Yunnan, seems traditional, 
with red-clay houses, com 
ears hung for diying, and 
chickens running in the 
courtyard. But in the 
streets, public lamps are 
equipped with solar pan¬ 
els. 

On the roof, brand-new 
solar heaters are glittering, 
and on the whitewashed 
walls, cmde paintings ex¬ 
plain how to use the new 
energy: bio-gas, made from 
pig feces. 

“It is very convenient,” 
explains Wan Qin, in her 
new kitchen. 

The young peasant 
opens a tap and activates a 
gas stove — much better 
than her old fireplace. 

“Before, I had to collect 
firewood in the mountain, 
with my baby on my back. 
Now, I am relieved. We al¬ 
so have hot water with the 
heater.” 

Her electricity bill has 
been reduced by half, and 
the forest is preserved. An 
important issue for these 
families: their village has 
been moved by the author¬ 
ities for environmental 
reasons linked with defor- 



Pig feces is used to create bio¬ 
gas which powers these 
homes. 

mm In China, 45 

#■ per cent of the 

population still 
■ lives in the 

countryside. China has 
become a bigger greenhouse 
gas issuer in the last two 
years. It is one of the most 
polluted countries, suffering 
from acid rains, 
desertification and water con¬ 
tamination. 


estation. 

The gas in Wan Qin 
kitchen is freely provided 
by an industrial pigsty, 1 
km away. The company, 
Hui Jian, strongly subsi¬ 
dized by the local authori¬ 
ties, keeps the excrement 
of its 2,000 pigs in big ma¬ 
nure pits — 250 cubic me¬ 
tres per day, which fer¬ 
ment and produce 
methane. 


The industrial pigsty keeps the excrement of 2,000 pigs, which is 
used to create a bio gas that powers the nearby village. 






















































Jackpot! 

Switch to TELUS TV* and save. 




\ 

Switching your TV to TELUS is easy, 
especially when you hear the price. 

Sign up today and get: 

Just 

q 

bQ95 

■ 1 month FREE 

■ Superb picture and sound quality 


U /mo: 

■ Professional installation 

for 6 months in a bundle, 

■ 24/7/365 technical support 

no contract required. 

v_ 


_ J 


Switch today and save. Call 310-MYTV(6988). 


*0ffer available until December 31, 2009, to residential clients in Edmonton only who have not subscribed within the past 90 days to TELUS TV service. 
TELUS High Speed Internet or Home Phone service required. Offer includes the Essentials (84 pre-selected channels). Other channels and packages available for additional 
cost. Regular bundle rate of $23/month starts on month 7. TELUS reserves the right to change the channel lineup. Prices may vary without notice. © 2009 TELUS. 


^ttelus 

the future is friendly* 
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Sports 


Athletics close to signing Crisp 

The Oakland Athletics are close to agreeing with free-agent outfielder Coco Crisp on a one-year contract with a club option for the 2011 
season. A person with knowledge of the negotiations confirmed an impending deal on condition of anonymity, the associated press 


Williams sets record 

Miami running back Ricky Williams reached 1,000 yards rushing 
for this season on his fifth carry yesterday against Tennessee, 
setting an NFL record for the longest span between 1,000-yard 
seasons at six years. This marks the fifth 1,000-yard rushing 
season of his career. the associated press 



EDITOR: DON.MCHOULL^)METRONEWS.CA 


Grieving Bengals fall short 


NFL 


Bengals 24 Chargers 27 


Nate Kaeding kicked a 
52-yard field goal with 
three seconds left and the 
playoff-bound San Diego 
Chargers pulled out a 
dramatic 27-24 win over 
the grieving Cincinnati 
Bengals yesterday. 

The winning kick came 
after Philip Rivers moved 
the Chargers 46 yards in 51 
seconds with no timeouts 
and backup centre Dennis 
Norman snapping after 
Scott Mruclczlcowski was in¬ 
jured. 

A few minutes after the fi¬ 
nal gun, the Chargers 
clinched their fourth 
straight AFC West title 
when Denver lost 20-19 to 
Oakland. 


Playoff picture 

• San Diego, Arizona and 
Minnesota clinched division 
titles yesterday, while 
Philadelphia surged into 
the playoffs as at least a 
wild card. 


San Diego (11-3) won its 
ninth straight game and 
clinched a playoff spot be¬ 
fore halftime because of 
other results. The Bolts im¬ 
proved to 17-0 in December 
dating to 2006. 

The Bengals (9-5) failed 
for the second straight week 
to clinch the AFC North. 

Cincinnati, playing three 
days after the death of re¬ 
ceiver Chris Henry, had tied 
the game at 24 on Shayne 
Graham’s 34-yard field goal 
with 54 seconds left. 

The Bengals wore decals 
with Henry’s No. 15 on their 
helmets, the associated press 



Chad Ochocinco of the Cincinnati Bengals kneels after scoring a 
touchdown against the San Diego Chargers yesterday. 



Give Well gift $ 

ideas from under 

Boxing day. prices 
have arrived! 


Live Well: 


Visit GNC.ca for the location nearest you 

Offer valid until Dec 31, 2009, while quantities last. 


NFL encourages players 
to donate their brains 


The NFL is partnering with 
Boston University brain re¬ 
searchers who have been 
critical of the league’s 
stance on concussions, The 
Associated Press learned 
yesterday. 

The league now plans to 
encourage current and for¬ 
mer NFL players to agree to 
donate their brains to the 
Boston University Center 
for the Study of Traumatic 
Encephalopathy, which has 
said it found links between 
repeated head trauma and 
brain damage in boxers, 
football players and, most 
recently, a former NHL 
player. 

“It’s huge that the NFL 
actively gets behind this re¬ 
search,” said Robert Cantu, 
a co-director of the BU cen¬ 
tre who has spoken nega¬ 
tively about the league in 
the past. “It forwards the 
research. It allows players 
to realize the NFL is con¬ 
cerned about the possibili¬ 
ty that they could have this 
problem, and that the NFL 
is doing everything it can 
to find out about the risks 
and the preventive strate¬ 
gies that can be imple¬ 
mented.” 

NFL spokesman Greg 
Aiello told the AP yesterday 
that the league also is com¬ 
mitted to giving $1 million 
US or more to the centre. 

“The precise amount has¬ 
n’t been determined,” Aiel¬ 
lo said. 

“We will discuss it with 
them. It depends on their 
needs. We are committed 


"It's huge that the 
NFL actively gets 
behind this 
research.” 

Robert Cantu, 

Boston University. 

to funding research” on 
brain injuries. 

Robert Stern, an associ¬ 
ate professor of neurology 
at the Boston University 
School of Medicine and one 
of Cantu’s co-directors of 
the centre, said the group 
is pleased that the NFL is 
playing a role. 

“Although we discussed 
with the NFL how they 
might facilitate players’ 
participation in our re¬ 
search into the long-term 
effects of repetitive head 
trauma in athletes, we did 
not request financial sup¬ 
port to avoid any real or 
perceived conflict of inter¬ 
est,” Stern said in a state¬ 
ment issued yesterday. 
“Any financial support 
from the NFL would need 
to be free of any real or per¬ 
ceived conflict of interest.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

m.metr^riews.ca 

M 

Scan this barcode for the most recent 
Sports updates on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top of pg 3 


SCOREBOARD 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 

Chicago 3 Detroit 0 
St. Louis 3 Vancouver 1 
SATURDAY’S RESULTS 
Montreal 3 N.Y. Islanders 0 
Ottawa 4 Minnesota l 
Toronto 2 Boston 0 
Nashville 5 Calgary 3 
Washington 4 EDMONTON 2 
Anaheim 4 Phoenix 2 
Carolina 3 Florida 2 
Colorado 5 Columbus 2 
Dallas 4 Detroit 3 
New Jersey 5 Atlanta 4 
N.Y. Rangers 2 Philadelphia 1 
Pittsburgh 2 Buffalo 1 (SO) 


Dallas 102 Cleveland 95 

SATURDAY’S RESULTS 
Chicago 101 Atlanta 98 (0T) 

Houston 95 Oklahoma City 90 
L.A. Clippers 112 Philadelphia 107 (0T) 
L.A. Lakers 103 New Jersey 84 
Orlando 92 Portland 83 
Phoenix 121 Washington 95 
San Antonio 100 Indiana 99 
Sacramento 96 Milwaukee 95 
Utah 110 Charlotte 102 

TODAY’S GAMES 

Milwaukee at Indiana, 5 p.m. 

Utah at Orlando, 5 p.m. 

Sacramento at Chicago, 6 p.m. 

L.A. Clippers at San Antonio, 6:30 p.m. 
Cleveland at Phoenix, 7 p.m. 


TODAY'S GAMES 

Buffalo at Toronto, 5 p.m. 

Tampa Bay at N.Y. Islanders, 5 p.m. 
Florida at Philadelphia, 5 p.m. 

N.Y. Rangers at Carolina, 5 p.m. 
Montreal at Atlanta, 5 p.m. 

Boston at Ottawa, 5:30 p.m. 

New Jersey at Pittsburgh, 5:30 p.m. 
Colorado at Minnesota, 6 p.m. 

San Jose at Dallas, 6:30 p.m. 

St. Louis at EDMONTON, 7 p.m. 
Columbus at Phoenix, 7 p.m. 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 


Toronto 98 New Orleans 92 
Boston 122 Minnesota 104 
L.A. Lakers 93 Detroit 81 
Memphis 102 Denver 96 
Portland 102 Miami 95 
New York 98 Charlotte 94 



YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 

Tennessee 27 Miami 24 (OT) 

Arizona 31 Detroit 24 
Atlanta 10 N.Y. Jets 7 
Houston 16 St. Louis 13 
New England 17 Buffalo 10 
Cleveland 41 Kansas City 34 
Oakland 20 Denver 19 
San Diego 27 Cincinnati 24 
Baltimore 31 Chicago 7 
Tampa Bay 24 Seattle 7 
Pittsburgh 37 Green Bay 36 
Philadelphia 27 San Francisco 13 
Carolina 26 Minnesota 7 

SATURDAY’S RESULTS 
Dallas 24 New Orleans 17 

TODAY’S GAME 

N.Y. Giants at Washington, 6:30 p.m. 
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Playing hooky with swine flu 

A couple of university students interviewed by Maclean's admit to faking H1N1 in order to get out of class or exams, as schools across the country have 
revised their sick-note policies and encouraged students with flu-like symptoms to stay far away from campus, no questions asked, metro news services 
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Workology 


New site for N.S. university 

The University of King's College has a new-look website. The 
site describes the Halifax-based institution as a “tightly-knit and 
extraordinarily lively academic community.” On the site, visitors 
will find testimonials from past students, recent Twitter posts, 
event listings and news headlines. metro news services 
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A Santa suit dresses 
up a third career 



-here are few jobs 

that value a ma¬ 
ture complexion, 
white beard and a 
somewhat stocky 
body type. But if you look 
the part, playing Santa like 
Bob McTavish does on a 
regular basis is a great job. 

McTavish, 67, got his 
first gig as Santa five years 
ago when organizers of a 
Christmas party in Bala, 
near his home in Ontario’s 
Muskolca region, needed 
someone last minute. 

Word soon got around 
that McTavish “does Santa,” 
and it took off from there. 

This, of course, is not his 
first career. He started off 
in business, and worked in 
senior management for a 
various retail chains. Twen¬ 
ty years ago, he left corpo¬ 
rate life and started up his 
own real estate brokerage 


for business clients. 

Eight years ago, he moved 
from Toronto to Muslcoka, 
renovated his dad’s old cot¬ 
tage and was reconsidering 
his career options — the re¬ 
al estate business was slow¬ 
ing down — when the Santa 
work started. 

“I was looking for some¬ 
thing to take up the slack,” 
says McTavish. 

The jobs working parties 
and parades fit his sched¬ 
ule: it takes up much of the 
early winter while real es¬ 
tate gets busy in the spring. 

“I’m reasonably young. I 
know another fellow 
who’s 86 and he’s been do¬ 
ing it for 16 years. This is a 
long term position.” 

This year, McTavish be¬ 
gan working in malls. “I’m 
developing my Santa busi¬ 
ness just like I developed 
my real estate business.” 

Surprisingly, his business 
experience helps with his 
new job. “I was trained in 
retail where I learned you 
have to treat the customer 
with incredible respect.” 

At parties, he roams the 
room chatting with kids 
and adults, making sure 
everyone’s happy. For pa- 



Bob McTavish dons his Santa suit to entertain the crowds. 


rades (where he wears 
good quality long under¬ 
wear), it’s the most fun 
when he has a mike and 
can chat with the crowd. 

At the village and at 
malls, it’s all about one-on- 
one chats with kids, get¬ 
ting them to talk about 
what they want, what 
they’re interested in, and 
getting into casual chats 
about cookies, Mrs. Claus 
and reindeer. 


Diane Peters once hawked magic pens at the 
Canadian National Exhibition. She's now a 
writer and part-time journalism instructor. 


The Lowdown 


Job title: Santa Claus 
Salary: $250 to $500 a day or 
event 

Education/training: There 
are a few Santa schools in 
North America, but he 
learned on the job. 

Best Part of the Job: "Individ¬ 
ual people... You know 
someone is taking pleasure 
from what you're doing.” 
Worst Part of the Job: 
"Families who push kids be¬ 
yond the point they should 
be pushed." 


Nurse numbers up 


The number of nurses 
working in Canada rose by 
8.3 per cent between 2004 
and last year, a new study 
indicates. 

The report by the Canadi¬ 
an Institute for Health Infor¬ 
mation, released Friday, said 
the number of employed 
nurses reached 341,431. 

“We’re certainly encour¬ 
aged by the number,” said 
Rachel Bard, CEO of the 
Canadian Nurses Associa¬ 
tion. 

“We’ve always said that 
nurses do bring solutions 
to the system, and this is 
certainly recognizing that 
nurses are part of the solu¬ 
tion in the efforts to meet 
Canada’s complex health¬ 
care challenges.” 

The rate of growth for 
registered nurses and li¬ 
censed practical nurses ex¬ 
ceeded the rate of popula¬ 
tion growth over the past 
five years, while the regis¬ 
tered psychiatric nurse 
workforce in Western 
Canada kept pace with 
population 
growth, the sta-j 
tistics show. 

A posi¬ 
tive de- 
velop- 



crease in the number of 
community health nurses 
and more nurses working 
in telehealth, Bard said. 

“We all know that we 
need to shift the locus of 
care, we need to reach peo¬ 
ple where they are, so reg¬ 
istered nurses play a key 
role in supporting commu¬ 
nity and individuals in 
managing their own 
health,” Bard said in an in¬ 
terview from Ottawa. 

The Canadian popula¬ 
tion is aging, and there is a 
need to ensure there will 
be enough nurses to sup¬ 
port elderly people in the 
years to come, she noted.. 

“You want to balance 
and really bring some self- 
sufficiency into the sys¬ 
tem,” she said. “If I look at 
the number of nursing stu¬ 
dents that graduated in 
2008, it was 9,113, but 
there’s only a net gain of 
3,008 nurses due to the re¬ 
tirement of the aging 
workforce, and people 
moving we’re in the right 
direction when you look at 
the numbers, 
but we still 
]f| need to be very 
^ vigilant in 
\ continu¬ 
ing to 
■(/Ifi » address 
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‘Bait laptop' program curbing computer thefts at SFU 

Simon Fraser University is crediting a new program for reducing computer thefts at its Burnaby campus by over 30 per cent. Alarm-rigged 
laptops are placed around the campus library and are set off if picked up, alerting security personnel, metro news services 


From co-worker to Facebook friend 



Adding co-workers as Facebook friends has its issues. 


It is one of the most social¬ 
ly awkward situations at 
the office. 

You’re talking to your 
boss or co-worker, when 
they casually ask to be 
your friend on Facebook. 

You quickly think of the 
juicy comments posted on 
your wall, or that photo of 
you gulping margaritas in 
a bathing suit. Within sec¬ 
onds, you have to decide 
between saying ‘yes’ or 
finding a way to decline 
the offer without hurting 
anyone’s feelings (or your 
chance at a promotion). 

It has happened regularly 
to a 28-year-old public rela¬ 
tions worker in Winnipeg 
we’ll call Nathalie. She 
doesn’t want her real name 
used for obvious reasons. 

“Your boss doesn’t need 
to see what you're doing 
on the weekend,” she said. 

“There are lines and 
there are boundaries. The 
only co-workers that are 
my Facebook friends are 
people that would be hang¬ 
ing out with me.” 

Nathalie has become 
rather adept at sidestep¬ 
ping workplace requests 
for Facebook friendship. 
She tells some co-workers 


she rarely uses Facebook. 
She has told others she 
would add them as friends, 
knowing she would not fol¬ 
low through, and has 
feigned ignorance in subse¬ 
quent conversations. 

Nathalie has also set her 
privacy settings so that she 
is hidden from people 
searching for her on Face- 
book. Her photos, writings 
and other material can on¬ 
ly be viewed by her friends. 

The workplace is gaining 
more of a presence on 
Facebook, MySpace and 
other social networking 
sites. Companies are start¬ 
ing to see value in having a 
presence on Web 2.0. Many 
have set up corporate Face- 
book pages and have let 
employees know that they 
can become fans — an ac¬ 
tion that can make your 
Facebook page more visi¬ 
ble to co-workers. 

But should you feel 
obliged to open your social 
network page to cowork¬ 
ers? Not necessarily, says 
one expert. 

“You have the same obli¬ 
gation as you would have if 
they wanted to be invited 
to your home for cocktails 
or for a dinner party,” said 


Arthur Schafer, a professor 
at the University of Mani¬ 
toba’s Centre for Profes¬ 
sional and Applied Ethics. 

“It might be prudent to 
promote collegial relations 
or to curry favour with the 
boss by socializing with 
them ... but you certainly 
have no obligation to.” 

Facebook has added new 
privacy options recently, 
allowing users to hide indi¬ 
vidual posts or pictures 
from specific friends. Of 


course, even if no one at 
work can see your Face- 
book page, they can still 
find out what’s on it. It 
happened earlier this year 
to a twenty-something 
woman we’ll call Susan, 
who also doesn’t want her 
name used. 

Susan was upset with 
what she felt was a lack of 
security and cleanliness at 
a community event in 
Winnipeg. She complained 
about it on her Facebook 


page, which is only visible 
to her 500-odd friends. 

As it turns out, one of 
those friends was an em¬ 
ployee of the event’s organ¬ 
izers, who are clients of Su¬ 
san’s employer. Word got 
around and Susan found 
herself facing a tongue- 
lashing from her boss. 

It raises the question, do 
employers have the right 
to discipline workers who 
slag them, the company or 
a client in quasi-public ar¬ 


eas such as Facebook? In 
some cases, the answer 
seems to be yes. 

“Do I have the right to 
discipline? I would say not, 
unless it’s directly damag¬ 
ing to the company — say¬ 
ing ‘This product is fraudu¬ 
lent,’ for example,” said 
John Melnyclc, who teach¬ 
es management ethics at 
the University of Win¬ 
nipeg’s business faculty. 

Both professors agree 
that it is important to re¬ 
member that anything 
posted online, even behind 
strict privacy settings, can 
make its way into the pub¬ 
lic sphere. 

And that perhaps ex¬ 
plains why people are re¬ 
luctant to open their social 
networking pages to co¬ 
workers or superiors. Mel- 
nyck recently conducted 
an experiment on that 
front. 

He asked students in one 
of his classes, en masse, to 
make him a friend on Face- 
book. 

“It was a pretty even 
split of opinion,” Melnyclc 
chuckled. “Some people 
had no hesitation, other 
people said ‘no way.’” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Are you looking for a career change? 
Become a registered nurse in 2 years.* 



The University of Alberta Faculty of Nursing 
offers a 2-year Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
After Degree Program for people with a previous 
university degree in any field. This program can 
be taken in Edmonton 


or 


For admission details, program start dates, 
and oN;her information, go to 

www.nursing.ualberta.ca 

Of call 780-492-1 


* Completion of a BScN degree is required to write the 
Canadian Registered Nurse Examination 
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College students vent 
online over strike threat 


strike Another looming 
campus strike, another 
Facebook backlash. 

As 24 community col¬ 
leges brace for a possible 
teachers’ walkout in Janu- 
aiy, more than 11,500 stu¬ 
dents are expressing their 
fear and anger via the 
Facebook website, as York 
University students did 
last year during their 12- 
weelc shutdown. 

“We don’t want a strike 
to happen. My sister went 
to York last year and lost 
out on a summer job be¬ 
cause of that strike," said 
Humber College’s Graeme 
McNaughton, who created 
the Facebook group On¬ 
tario College Students 
Against A Strike. 

Two days of talks ended 


“I don't blame 
students for 
being angry and 
frustrated,” 

Ted Montgomery, 
union negotiator 

Tuesday between Colleges 
Ontario and the Ontario 
Public Service Employees’ 
Union, with no plans to re¬ 
sume. 

The union has set a 
strike vote for Jan. 13. 

A petition on the Face- 
book group page has col¬ 
lected more than 1,800 sig¬ 
natures calling on both 
sides to reach a deal with¬ 
out stoppages. 


In Facebook discussions, 
students from Toronto to 
Sudbuiy are fretting about 
how a strike could affect 
their student loans — “I 
will lose my apartment 
where me, my two cats 
and three-month-old son 
are living," worries one — 
as well as graduation dates 
and retraining for laid-off 
workers. 

The union says it is fight¬ 
ing for academic freedom 
and more teacher control 
of workloads. 

“I don't blame students 
for being angiy and frus¬ 
trated,” said union negotia¬ 
tor Ted Montgomeiy. 

Ditto, says Rob Savage at 
Colleges Ontario. “We 
hope we can negotiate a 
deal.” torstar news service 
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Theron has a new collection 

Actress Charlize Theron has launched a new collection of footwear to raise money for impoverished children in her native South 
Africa. The star debuted her eco-friendly, limited-edition footwear, designed with TOMS Shoes, on Friday, femalefirst.co.uk 
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Entertainment 


Brady Bunch 

Tom Brady and Giselle Bundchen 
have revealed the name of their 
newborn son. Benjamin Brady was 
born Dec. 8. “Benjamin is a blessing 
and I could not be happier,” Brady 

1 said. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


EDITOR: DEAN.USKfSMETRONEWS.CA 


Albums of 
the decade 


GRAHAM ROCKINGHAM 

for Metro Canada 


It was a decade that start¬ 
ed with boy bands and 
Britney, and ended with 
Bob Dylan singing Here 
Comes Santa Claus. 

In between, an endless 
stream of over-produced 
and under-talented Idol win¬ 
ners managed to keep the 
big record labels from 
drowning in a pool of self-in¬ 
flicted ennui. Yet, through 
all of this, we managed to 
find some exceptionally fine 
music. Here are 10 records 
from the past 10 years you 
can feel good about having 
in your library. 

1. Foo Fighters, In Your 
Honor (2005): A double al¬ 
bum shows 
the band at 
its best — 
plugged in 
and 

acoustic. It 
took on the other big dou¬ 
ble rock album of the 
decade — Stadium Arcadi- 
um by the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers — and won. With 
a string of radio friendly 
rockers, this is the album 
that made the Foo Fighters 


the top band of the decade. 

2 . Feist, The Reminder 
( 2007 ): Some 
critics would 
place Feist’s 
debut, Let It 
Die, above 
The Re¬ 
minder. But let’s face it, The 
Reminder put Feist at a 
higher level. It’s also the al¬ 
bum that broke the Canadi¬ 
an songstress international¬ 
ly. These are well-crafted 
songs, written with style 
and originality, and sung in 
a uniquely alluring voice. 

3. Coldplay, A Rush of 
Blood to the Head (2003): 
This is the al¬ 
bum that 
single-hand¬ 
edly saved 
EMI from 
disaster. The 
piano riff on Clocks alone 
makes this album a must. 
Coldplay started the 
decade a U2/Radiohead 
wannabe and reached 2010 
well ahead of both. 

4. Outkast, Speaker- 
boxxx/The Love Below 
(2003): This double album’s 
two huge hits — Hey Ya and 
The Way You Move — broke 
hip hop through to the 
mainstream pop charts. At 







The Foo Fighters' (frontman Dave Grohl, shown) In Your Honor 
is one of the albums from the last decade you should own. 



the same 
time, its 

retro lean¬ 
ings toward 
funk and 

soul spelled 
the end to the genre as we 
knew it in the ’80s and ’90s. 
Melody became as impor¬ 
tant as the beat. 

5. Arcade Fire, Funeral 
(2004): Few 
were aware 
of the inno¬ 
vative indie- 
roclc collec¬ 
tives that 
were thriving in Toronto, 
Montreal and Vancouver 
until David Bowie stepped 
on stage with Arcade Fire 
at a New York gig in 2005. 
The world seemed to look 
at the Canadian indie 
scene differently after that. 

6. Amy Winehouse, Back 
to Black (2006): Sometimes 
there’s a reason why artists 
sweep the Grammys. Wine- 
house managed to refer¬ 



ence four 
decades of 
R&B music 
while still 
sounding 
original. 

This album sparked a 
British retro-fad with a flur¬ 
ry of young Dusty Spring- 
fields finding chart success. 

7. White Stripes, Elephant 
(2003): Who would have 
thought that there was 
anything left to say in rock 


’n’ roll until 
Jack White 
came along 
and man¬ 
aged to do 
what others 
couldn’t with nothing but 
a drum kit, a guitar and a 
deft hand in the studio. 
This album proved that 
less can, indeed, be more. 
White has since managed 
to bring a touch of class to 
everything he touches. 

8 . Sam Roberts, We Were 
Born in a Flame (2003): It 
started with 
a six-song EP 




record. Two songs (Don’t 
Walk Away Eileen and 
Brother Down) broke 
through after every major 
label turned them down. 
The three surprise Junos 
Sam received made us real¬ 
ize that there was more to 
Canadian rock ’n’ roll than 
the Tragically Hip and Rush. 


9. Kanye West, Gradua¬ 
tion (2007): 

OK, he’s a 
jerk. He’s 
proved that 
over and 
over. But 
sometimes we have to let 
reality pass and just listen 
to the music. Kanye’s third 
album brought everything 
together and made his 
tremendous ego a little 
more bearable. 

10 . Neil Young, Live at 
Massey Hall 1971 (2007): 
This spot 
was original¬ 
ly going to 
Ryan Adams’ 

Gold (2001), 
which had a 
tremendous impact on a 
new breed of singer-song- 
writers, talcing them back 
to their roots. Neil, howev¬ 
er, is the real deal. He is 
their roots. And nothing 
had a bigger impact on 
young writers than the re¬ 
lease of this remarkable 
concert album. 
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Twilight actor dons undies for Calvin Klein 

Kellan Lutz is set to become the new face of Calvin Klein. The Twilight Saga: New Moon actor is reportedly 
being lined up to pose in his underwear for the fashion house, femalefirst.co.uk 


Everyone’s dancing to Indian pop beat 
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Music more common on albums of favourite artists, 
and also responsible for success of Desi Hits website 


ELISABETH BRAW 

Metro World News 


Twenty years ago, Indian 
pop was weirdly exotic. 
Not so anymore. Today 
artists like Jay-Z and Missy 
Elliot sound “Indian” — 
and even Britney Spears 
has an Indian producer. 

When Jay Sean burst on 
the music scene several 
years ago, he was labeled 
an Indian artist. 

“I think of myself simply 
as an R&B artist,” the na¬ 
tive Londoner tells Metro. 

“But just because you’re 
Indian, people put you in a 
pigeonhole, and it’s very 
hard to leave that pigeon¬ 
hole.” 


Desi Hits founder Anjula 
Acharia-Bath 


“I think of myself 
simply as an R&B 
artist. Just because 
you’re Indian, 
people put you in a 
pigeonhole, and it’s 
very hard to leave 
that pigeonhole.” 
Jay Sean 


But Jay Sean — born Ka- 
maljeet Singh Jhooti — has 
succeeded. His 2004 debut 
album sold two million 
copies; this year his U.S. 
debut single topped the 
Billboard Hot 100. 

Slumdog Millionaire 
showed that Indian pop 
culture has crossover ap¬ 
peal. So does the Internet 
website Desi Hits (desi- 
hits.com), which has risen 
to prominence along with 
Jay Sean. 

“Slumdog has had a 
huge impact on people’s 
interest in Indian pop and 
rock, especially since mu¬ 
sic played such an impor¬ 
tant role in it,” says Desi 
Hits founder Anjula 
Acharia-Bath. 

“So many artists, like 
M.I.A., Timbaland and the 
Black-Eyed Peas use Indian 
music, but people didn’t 
know it was Indian until 
they watched Slumdog.” 

Acharia-Bath, a young 
British woman of Indian 
origin, founded Desi Hits 
after moving to the U.S. 
several years ago, and has 
fast become an entertain¬ 


ment power-broker known 
for making matches be¬ 
tween A-list fashion pro¬ 
ducers, musicians, actors 
and artists. 

Desi Hits now has 1.2 
million unique visitors 
per month, a 300-per¬ 
cent increase from 
one year ago. 

Today Jay Sean 
lives in New York, 
but he 
often 
visits 
his 


parents’ home region of 
Punjab. 

“India has all these musi¬ 
cal events going on,” he 
says. 

“But the 


mm 


Jay Sean, 26-year-old British-lndian R&B celebrity, is 
now a worldwide success. 


stream media doesn’t cov¬ 
er them. There are lots of 
great festivals with 80,000 
kids listening to a concert, 
but nobody outside India 
hears about it. 

“The funny thing is, the 
music isn’t that different,” 
he said. 


Box office 


Estimated ticket sales for Fri¬ 
day through Sunday at U.S. 
and Canadian theatres, 
according to The Associated 
Press: 

1 Avatar: 

$73 million US 

2 The Princess and the 
Frog: $12.2 million 

3 The Blind Side: 

$10 million 

Did You Hear About the 


Morgans: 

$7 million 


5 The Twilight Saga: New 
II 


Moon: 

$4.4 million 


6 


Invictus: 

$4.2 million 


Up-and-coming music of Indian origin 


• Kazz Kumar (kazzkumar. 
com): The first lady of the 
Sona Family group has decid¬ 
ed to go solo and revamp her 
image. She is very Lady Gaga¬ 
like in her sound and look. 

• Imran Khan (imrankhan- 
world.com): His debut album 


Unforgettable was the biggest 
selling urban Desi Hits album 
of the year. 

• Jaya (jayaworld.com): Just 
signed to All Around the 
World, a sub-label of Universal 
Records. Releasing her first 
single Dj Do It Again soon. 
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7 Disney’s A Christmas Car- 
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ol: $3.4 million 


8 Up in the Air: 

$3.1 million 
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Maci Bookout, 17, stars with her son Bentley on MTV’s new reali¬ 
ty show Teen Mom. 


Guts and glory behind Teen Mom 


televsion Amber Port- 
wood’s lunch with a friend 
keeps getting interrupted 
by a crying baby. The prob¬ 
lem is, the baby is Am¬ 
ber’s. She packs up and 
leaves the restaurant be¬ 
fore she can finish eating. 

Quieting a fussy baby is 
all in a day’s work for the 
19-year-old and her co-stars 
on MTV’s new reality 
show, Teen Mom (airing 
Tuesday nights). The show 


premiered to the highest 
rated series on the net¬ 
work in more than a year. 

The girls on the show 
aren’t strangers to cameras 
— they were also on MTV’s 
16 and Pregnant, which 
aired last summer. Teen 
Mom revisits the young 
mothers several months af¬ 
ter giving birth. 

“I really just wanted to 
show girls how hard it was 
to be a teen parent,” says 


Maci Bookout, 17, of her 
decision to let her experi¬ 
ence be filmed for TV. 

Bookout was a popular 
high-school student with 
good grades and plans to 
go to college. 

“I wanted girls who 
might get pregnant to see 
there are options out there 
to move forward with your 
life and still have goals,” 
says Bookout, who plans to 
mariy her baby’s father 


and would like to have an¬ 
other child. 

Not all the young 
women on Teen Mom 
chose to keep their babies. 
Catelynn Lowell, 17, for ex¬ 
ample, gave her daughter 
up for adoption last May. 

“It was difficult because 
that’s my daughter. ... I 
knew in my heart it was 
the best (decision) so I just 
went forward with it,” she 

says. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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A journey of uncertainty 



Pilgrims 

Author: Garrison Keillor 
Publisher: Faber & Faber 
Price: $24 (Paperback) 


A Good Fall 

Author: Ha Jin 
Publisher: Pantheon 
Price: $29.95 (Hardcover) 


BookPicks 


set in lake Wobegon, the 
town noted American radio 
personality Garrison Keillor 
put on the map in his past 
works Lake Wobegon Days 

and Lake _ 

Wobegon 
Summer 
1956, Pil¬ 
grims arrives at a point of 
uncertainty in Margie and 
Carl Krebsbach’s relation¬ 
ship. In her attempt to con¬ 
quer their sexual drought, 
Margie plans a trip to Rome 
under the pretense of tidy¬ 
ing the unkempt grave of a 
local boy who died there 
during the city’s 1944 liber¬ 
ation. But her travel plans 
are grounded when a host 
of colourful locals warm to 
the idea and want to tag 
along, foiling her chances 
for the personal connection 
she wanted. 


in his latest collection of sto¬ 
ries, Chinese author Ha Jin 
enters the immigrant expe¬ 
rience, focusing on Chinese 

_ characters in 

America and 
their feelings 
of being torn 
between two national iden¬ 
tities. Children as Enemies 
follows young people in¬ 
clined to change their 
names to appear more 
“American”, to the upset of 
their grandfather. Immi¬ 
grants unable to bring their 
husbands or wives to Amer¬ 
ica are central to In Tempo- 
raiy Love, a story that ex¬ 
plores the connection of the 
divided. Jin’s stories are told 
with precision and passion, 
presenting stories that hone 
in on intimate feelings and 
distress. 



A Week in 

December 

Author: Sebastian Faulks 
Publisher: Hutchinson 
Price: $ 34-95 (Hardcover) 


British writer Sebastian 
Faulks tries to decongest 
metropolitan English life in 
his latest novel, A Week in 
December. The story is 
made even more critical by 
its air of “faction,” a work 
masking real characters and 
events with fiction. The 
comical book unfolds dur¬ 
ing one week in December 
2007, and follows a party 
planning by an MP and his 
wife. The invited guests — 
who include high finance 
heads, a journalist and a 
football player — bring 
their stories to the pages. 
They tie together themes 
like greed and religious fun¬ 
damentalism, contrasted 
with the global financial cri¬ 
sis. 

Brian Coulton/for Metro Canada 
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In brief 


TECHNOLOGY Hackers briefly 
blocked access to the popular 
Internet messaging service 
Twitter overnight, steering traf¬ 
fic to another website where a 
group reportedly calling itself 
the “Iranian Cyber Army’" 
claimed responsibility. 

Users trying to reach Twitter 
early Friday were redirected to 
a webpage that CNN reported 
had a picture of a green flag 
and a message that said, “This 
site has been hacked by the 
Iranian Cyber Army.” 

FILM Captain EO is moonwalk¬ 
ing back to Disneyland. The 
theme park announced plans 
Friday to bring back the 3 -D sci- 
fi film starring Michael Jackson 
next February, over 23 years af¬ 
ter the attraction debuted in 
Anaheim, Calif. The 17-minute 
film starred the late King of Pop 
as a singing-and-dancing inter- 
galactic commander. 
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Exclusively at 

metronews.ca/globalstyle 


For complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and tickets, visit: 

metronews.ca/movies 
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Crash 
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critics’corner— 


Snow 2 Brain Freeze 

Some of the “new Santa” mov¬ 
ies of recent years — such as 
“The Santa Clause” — have 
been tolerable, but this uni¬ 
verse, first seen in 2004’s 
“Snow,” pushes the limits of 
what those of us raised on the 
traditional Santa lore can swal¬ 
low. In this sequel, the jolly not- 
so-old elf gets amnesia three 
days before Christmas, and it’s 
up to his lovely Mrs. 6 PM on 
CMT 



Eve’s Christmas 

The “It’s a Wonderful Life” 
story gets a different twist in this 
holiday drama. A successful 
but lonely advertising executive 
wishes she could change some 
things in her past. And guess 
what; it’s Christmas Eve, a night 
for wishes coming true. 10 PM 
on W 

The Big Bang Theory 

The holidays aren’t very merry 
for Leonard when a handsome 
colleague begins dating Penny, 
while Sheldon drives everyone 
nuts trying to master the nuanc¬ 
es of gift-giving etiquette in “The 
Bath Item Gift Hypothesis.” 10:31 
PM on CFRN KREM 
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Knowles’ parents file for divorce 

Tina Knowles filed for divorce from Mathew Knowles in November, a source close to the showbiz family confirms to 
usmagazine.com recently. The parents to Beyonce and Solange Knowles have been married for 29 years, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 



“It looked like they were 
on a nice stroll through 
the neighborhood,” a 
source tells E! News. “They 
seemed really just into 
hanging together. They 
weren’t holding hands, 
but were really 
sweet with 
each 
other.” 

METRO WORLD 

news 


last week at the same par¬ 
ty as Leonardo DiCaprio is 
a good thing, he tells 
Hollyscoop. 

“They have been friends 
for years,” Michael says. 
“Mark Wahlberg, Robert 
Downey Jr., Leonardo 
DiCaprio and a few others. 
I think they have a lot of 
positive things to offer.” 

METRO WORLD NEWS 


the-century French-style 
chateau, on a sprawling es¬ 
tate in Long Island, peo- 
ple.com reports. 

“We’re so happy that 
we’re finally married and 
we were able to share the 
special moment with fami¬ 
ly, friends and loved ones,” 
the couple tells People. 

Though a blizzard 
threatened the festivities, 
the wedding attended by 
400 family members and 
friends, including Demi Lo- 
vato, went forward as 
scheduled. 

“The snow only made it 
look more like a winter 
wonderland,” said Michael 
Russo, a celebrity event 
planner of Roses-n- 
Lollipops, who for Satur¬ 
day’s event created a fairy¬ 
tale forest under heated 


she walked down the 
aisle in her strap- > 
less tulle and 
Chantilly lace 

Vera Wang ^9 V 

gown, “Kevin ^9 

couldn’t stop 
smiling,” said "'SR 

With his 1 
brothers, Joe 
and Nick serv-^HlI 
ing as his best 9 

men, Kevin, 

22, and I 

Danielle, 23, re-99| 
cited traditional 
vows and ex- ^9 
changed Jacob & * 
Co. wedding bands 
they designed for^ 
one another. 

“Kevin has said 
many times he feels j 
like he met his i 


Clinton, Reagan and Bush. I 
often wonder how this 
country could ever have run 
without me. 

• OTheReaLlordin I hate the 
cold. And I have a cold. Ha. A 
cold in the cold. Great. Soup 
time! 

• Ojoelmchale There's a 
woman placing Korean food 
in front of me right now. 

• (aUncleRUSH Yogis believe 
the ultimate payoff 
"heaven"can be realized on 
earth. This enlightenment is 
your birthrite. 

METRO 1 

WORLD ^9|^^ 
NEWS gff 


METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 


* 8,888 * 9,888 * 11,888 


2008 Passion Coupe 

#P08-7029 


2000 Passion Coupe 

#P06-6174, Leather 


Pattinson and 
Stewart spotted 
in Venice Beach 

DINING OUT Robert Pattin¬ 
son and Kristen Stewart 
failed to go unnoticed re¬ 
cently when they headed 
out to enjoy a nice dinner 
together in Los Angeles’ 
Venice Beach 
neighborhood. 


Jonas brother Kevin gets 
hitched at swanky estate 


isn't that sweet? In a set¬ 
ting fit for a Disney prince 
and his princess, Kevin 
Jonas married Danielle De- 
leas a Saturday night at 
Oheka Castle, a turn-of- 


white tents, complete with 
14-foot trees draped in hy¬ 
drangeas and crystals 
made to look like icicles. 

“Danielle looked like a 
princess,” he said. When 


princess,” says Russo. “To 
see them together you can 
feel the warmth and the 
love all around them. They 
are just perfect for each 
other.” 


Michael Lohan 
wants better 
pals for Lindsay 

BECAUSE HE HAS SET SUCH A 

stellar example Michael 
Lohan hopes that a higher 
class of friends is just the 
thing daughter Lindsay Lo¬ 
han needs to keep her on 
the straight and narrow. 

So Lindsay being spotted 


Celebrity tweets 

Stan Lee likes to brag, Jordin 
Sparks is not enjoying win¬ 
ter, Joel McHale gives you 
detailed updates, and Rus¬ 
sell Simmons is 
aiming high- 


: *' * 

p tak- 


• @smilinstan- 
lee So far I've tak¬ 
en pix with 3 presidents, 


David Morris Fine Cars Ltd. 
17407 - 111 Ave, Edmonton 
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Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 
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ACROSS 


1 Pinza of “South 
Pacific” 

5 “Give — break!” 
8 Dweeby type 
12 “The View” co¬ 
host 

14 Old Italian 
money 

15 Source of 
great wealth 

16 Press 

17 — Bonjovi 

18 Most recent 
20 For a specific 
purpose 

23 Platter 

24 Nitwit 

25 Tennessee city 

28 Right angle 

29 Funnyman jer¬ 
ry 

30 Medic, famil¬ 
iarly 

32 Compose in 
print 

34 Medal earner 

35 Wan 

36 Substantial 

37 Where 
originally located 
40 Motorists’ org. 


41 Crucifix 

42 Yukon event 

47 African ante¬ 
lope 

48 Report-card 
sticker, maybe 

49 Break sudden¬ 
ly 

50 Computer file 
suffix 

51 Danson et al. 


DOWN 


1 Early bird? 

2 Menagerie 

3 Under the 
weather 

4 Goldfinger ally 

5 Chicken chow 

6 Compass point 
suffix 

7 “18 or older” 
provision 

8 Snafu 

9 Ireland 

10 Greek Cupid 

11 Philosopher 
Immanuel 

13 University VIP 
19 Poisonous 
snakes 


20 Mr. Lincoln 

21 Foolish one 

22 Sacred 

23 One of Donald 
Duck’s nephews 

25 Crazy, in Yid¬ 
dish 

26 Concept 

27 Kind 

29 For fear that 
31 Coquettish 

33 Settled a debt 

34 “Citizen Kane” 
inspiration 

36 Anti-DUI org. 

37 Annoys 

38 Verb counter¬ 
part 

39 Carbonated 
drink 

40 “— Well That 
Ends Well” 

43 “Alley- —!” 

44 Multipurpose 
truck 

45 Despondent 

46 Day fractions 
(Abbr.) 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Baked Rosemary 
Monkfish 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 Tbsp (15 mL) olive oil 
Two 1/2 lb (250 g) 
monkfish fillets 
(membrane removed) 

2 garlic cloves, quartered 
2 fresh rosemary sprigs, 
broken up 

1 lime 

2 Tbsp (25 mL) butter 
4 tomatoes, halved 

METHOD: 

1. Preheat oven to 400°F 
(200°C). Cut two pieces of 
foil, each large enough to 
enclose a piece of 
monkfish. Brush foil with 
a little oil. 

2. Put one monkfish fillet 
on each piece of foil. Make 
small slits all over fish. 
Push garlic pieces and 
rosemary sprigs into slits. 

3. Grate lime zest over 
fish. Trim off lime ends, 
then cut into four thick 


slices. Squeeze some drops 
of lime juice over fish, 
then lay slices on top of fil¬ 
lets. Dot with butter and 
season to taste. 

4. Put tomatoes, cut side 
up, alongside fish. Fold up 
foil to enclose fish and 
tomatoes and seal edges. 

5. Put parcels on baking 
tray and bake 10 minutes. 
Open foil and bake until 
fish is opaque and cooked 
through. Test with point 
of knife. Cut each piece of 
fish in half and transfer to 
plates with tomatoes. Pour 
over juices from parcels 
and serve. 


SERVES 4 


rd.ca 


For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 1 

ipflji 

go to rd.ca or check 1 

lifTr ) i • 

out Key Ingredients 1 

TH V - 1 

in this month's 1 


Reader's Digest, on 1 


newsstands now! ! 



Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saiiybrompton.com 


For Sally's expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES /TN 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 Vi/ 

You will totally disagree with 
what you are told today. You 
can’t take seriously something 
that is so outrageous. 

LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

Is something you thought was 
as real as it comes an illusion 
after all? That is the question 
you will be asking yourself to¬ 
day. 


TAURUS 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 v£/ 

According to the planets you 
are expecting too much of 
yourself and must adjust your 
ambitions to a more reason¬ 
able level. 




SCORPIO 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Listen to what others have to 
tell you today but don’t think 
you have to think or do as they 
say. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vJi/ 

Don’t waste time on petty argu¬ 
ments. You should be channel¬ 
ing your energy in productive 
directions, not debating issues 
of no real importance. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

With Jupiter, your ruler, aspect- 
ing Neptune, planet of illusion, 
today you will find it hard to 
make up your mind about 
what you should be doing. 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

You will have to make some 
kind of financial adjustment 
over the next 24 horns, most 
likely because you have bitten 
off more than you can chew. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

You will have some wonderful 
ideas and insights as the new 
week begins but don’t be too 
eager to put them to the test be 
cause this is a time for thinking. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

If you embellish the truth in 
any way, shape or form you 
will almost certainly be found 
out - and that could be embar¬ 
rassing later in the week. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

Cosmic activity in and around 
your birth sign means there 
will be so much going on in 
your world that you find it hard 
to get your head around it. 


VIRGO /T\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

Tiy not to provoke an argu¬ 

ment or confrontation today 
because it is unlikely to go in 
your favor. 

PISCES /TT\ 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Tiy not to take your doubts and 
fears too seriously - they are no 
more than negative manifesta¬ 
tions of your over-active imagi¬ 
nation. 


TAKE A BREAK 
FROM WORK 

Visit metronews.ca to watch 

metr^ubeoftheday 



This day in history 

1913: Arthur Wynne's "word-cross", the first crossword puzzle, is 
published in the New York World. 

1937: Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, the first full-length ani¬ 
mated film ever, premieres at the Carthay Circle Theater. 

1958: French presidential election: Charles de Gaulle is elected 
President of France as his Union des Democrates pour la 
Republique party gain 78.5% of the vote. 

1968: Apollo program: Apollo 8, the first manned mission to the 
moon, is launched from the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 
1969: The Gay Activists Alliance is formed in New York City. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 
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EW FRAGRANCE 


www.givenchy.com 




Mirror, mirror, what is my secret? 

Experience only at the Bay the luminosity of Ange ou Demon Le Secret. 

For a limited time only, receive a couture inspired roller ball travel set of Givenchy’s star 
fragrances with any purchase of a large size spray from the Givenchy Women’s Collection. 

While quantities last. One gift per customer. 


Only at the 












